














Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online
PUSHEE, NATHAN, farmer, miller, and militia officer; b. October 1758 in Lunenburg, Mass., eldest 
child of Nathan Pushee and Elizabeth Priest; m. 20 April 1787 Jane Porter, née Brown, and they had 
nine children; d. 31 Oct. 1838 in Newport, N.S.

      At the outbreak of the American revolution in April 1775 Nathan Pushee enlisted as a private in 
Gardner’s Massachusetts Battalion and took part in the battle of Bunker Hill. In March 1776 he was 
transferred to the Life Guard protecting General George Washington, serving with it until the end of the 
year. The following January Pushee re-enlisted in the 3rd Continental Light Dragoons, and was 
promoted trumpet-major. With this unit he was engaged in the battles of Brandywine, Paoli, 
Germantown, and Monmouth. In September 1778 Pushee was at Old Tappan, N.J., when the dragoons 
were surprised at night by British forces, and was one of the few who escaped. Re-enlisting again in 
December 1779, Pushee became trumpet-major in Washington’s Light Dragoons (into which his former 
regiment was incorporated) and moved to the southern theatre. The commander of the regiment was 
William Washington, a kinsman of George Washington, and this circumstance accounts for the false 
tradition that Pushee was George Washington’s trumpet-major. On 14 April 1780 Pushee was among 
the victims of another successful surprise attack by the British when he was captured in the engagement 
of Moncks Corner.

      Taken to Charleston, S.C., Pushee and more than 500 comrades faced almost certain death from 
disease and poor food in British prisons, and in order to escape this fate they agreed to enlist in the 
British army provided they did not have to fight their fellow Americans. Pushee joined the Duke of 
Cumberland’s Regiment, a provincial unit, and was sent to Jamaica, where he became a sergeant in 
Captain Gideon White*’s company. At the end of the war those who had served in British regiments 
could not return to the United States because they were excluded from the terms of amnesty. The 
commander of Pushee’s regiment, Lord Charles Greville Montagu, arranged for those men who wished 
land to be taken to Nova Scotia, and they arrived in December 1783. 

In the spring of 1784 they went to Chedabucto Bay, where the following year Pushee received 200 
acres in Manchester Township.

      Pushee and some fellow soldiers did not remain in the area long, since they wanted to find more 
fertile lands closer to the water. They went to Antigonish Harbour, where disbanded soldiers under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Timothy Hierlihy had already settled at Town Point. The attempt to establish a 
village at Town Point failed, and Pushee moved to the rich intervale lands on the south side of the West 
River, on what became St Andrew’s Street in the town of Antigonish. The Napoleonic Wars brought a 
demand for timber in Britain, and Antigonish flourished because it was at the junction of two rivers 
down which timber could be floated. Pushee erected a sawmill, and sold it in 1818 to his son Henry and 
John G. Peabody . Considered by some as the founder of Antigonish, in the census of 1827 he was 
listed as a farmer with 35 acres under cultivation, 18 horned cattle, 30 sheep, and 6 pigs. Pushee served 
as an officer in the local militia and as a school trustee, and was one of the founders of the Dorchester 
Presbyterian church.

      In 1838 a more lenient act of the American Congress and newspaper publicity about a fellow 
soldier suggested to Pushee that he apply for a pension as an American soldier. In his application from 
Boston, dated 6 October, he ignored his time in the British army and said only that he was taken 
prisoner at Moncks Corner and escaped after 11 months’ captivity. On the 12th he was paid $1,056 in 
back pension and shortly thereafter left for Nova Scotia, where he visited old friends at Newport. There 
the excitement and strain of travel brought on a fatal heart attack.

Phyllis R.     Blakeley   
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  ID: I25983  
  Name: Gabriel Pouchée  
  Sex: M  
  Occupation: Town Official  
  Birth: CIR 1706 in Port Royal?, NS  
  Death: 1775 in Winchendon, Worcester, MA  
  Note: Name & birth also reported as Pushee & Winchendon, MA.  
 
Marriage 1 Sarah Williams b: 19 MAY 1703 in Manchester, Essex, MA  

 Married: 26 JUL 1726 in Ipswich, Essex, MA (Parish Hamlet) 

Children  

1. Ruth Pushee b: 1727 in Ipswich, Essex, MA  
2. Mary Pushee b: 1729 in Ipswich, Essex, MA (Parish Hamlet)  
3. Nathan Pushee b: 16 Jan 1730/2 in Ipswich, Essex, MA (Parish Hamlet)  
4. Daniel Pushee b: 1734 in Ipswich, Essex, MA  
5. Sarah Pushee b: 1736 in Ipswich, Essex, MA  
6. Elizabeth Pushee b: 1739 in Ipswich, Essex, MA  
7. Abigail Pushee b: 1742/4 in Ipswich, Essex, MA  
8. John Pushee b: 1748 

  ID: I25987  
  Name: Nathan Pushee  
  Title: Sr.  
  Sex: M  
  Occupation: Soldier, French & Indian  
  Birth: 16 Jan 1730/2 in Ipswich, Essex, MA (Parish Hamlet)  
  Christening: 16 JUN 1732 Ipswich, Essex, MA (prob)  
  Death: 1776 in Winchendon, Worcester, MA  
  Note: Birth also reported as Winchendon.  
 
Father: Gabriel Pouchée b: CIR 1706 in Port Royal?, NS  
Mother: Sarah Williams b: 19 MAY 1703 in Manchester, Essex, MA 
 
Marriage 1 Elizabeth Priest b: CIR 1737 in Stow, Middlesex, MA  

 Married: 13 JAN 1757 in Lunenburg, Worcester, MA 

Children  

1. Nathan Pushee b: 13 JUN 1758 in Lunenburg, Worcester, MA  
2. David Pushee b: 1760 
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  ID: I26009  
  Name: Nathan Pushee  
  Title: Jr.  
  Sex: M  
  Occupation: Revolutionary War Soldier  
  Birth: 13 JUN 1758 in Lunenburg, Worcester, MA  
  Death: 31 OCT 1838 in Newport, Hants, NS  
  Burial: 1874 Antigonish, Antigonish, NS  
  Note:  
Death also reported incorrectly as Onslow, NS. 
Birth & marriage also reported as Winchendon, MA & 1783. 
Remains moved to Antigonish in 1874. Birth also reported as Oct 1758. 
 
 
Father: Nathan Pushee b: 16 Jan 1730/2 in Ipswich, Essex, MA (Parish Hamlet)  
Mother: Elizabeth Priest b: CIR 1737 in Stow, Middlesex, MA 
 
Marriage 1 Jane Brown b: CIR 1760 in Ireland  

 Married: 20 APR 1787 in Antigonish, Antigonish, NS 

Children  

1. Johanna Pushee b: 1789 in Antigonish Co., NS  
2. William H. Pushee b: CIR 1792 in West River, Antigonish, NS  
3. _____ Pushee b: cir 1794? in Antigonish Co., NS  
4. David Pushee b: 12 JUL 1796 in Antigonish, Antigonish, NS  
5. Sarah Pushee b: CIR 1798 in Antigonish Co., NS  
6. Thomas Pushee b: CIR 1798 in Antigonish Co., NS  
7. John Pushee b: CIR 1801 in Antigonish Co., NS  
8. George Nathan Pushee b: CIR 1805 in Antigonish, Antigonish, NS  
9. Sally Pushee b: in Antigonish Co., NS  
10. Nathan Pushee b: in Antigonish Co., NS 

  ID: I26024  
  Name: George Nathan Pushee  
  Title: Sr.  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: CIR 1805 in Antigonish, Antigonish, NS  
  Note: 9 children. Birth also reported as c1795.  
 
Father: Nathan Pushee b: 13 JUN 1758 in Lunenburg, Worcester, MA  
Mother: Jane Brown b: CIR 1760 in Ireland 
 
Marriage 1 Catherine Chisholm b: 5 MAR 1799 in Salt Springs, Antigonish, NS  
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Children  

1. GEORGE Nathan Pushee b: 1834/5 in Nova Scotia  
2. Duncan Pushee b: in Nova Scotia  
3. Sarah Pushie b: in Nova Scotia  
4. Isabella Pushee b: 1835 in Nova Scotia  
5. Mary Pelly Pushee b: 1845 in Nova Scotia 

  ID: I203  
  Name: GEORGE Nathan Pushee  
  Title: Jr.  
  Sex: M  
  Occupation: Carriage Maker  
  Birth: 1834/5 in Nova Scotia  
  Death: BEF 1902 
 
Father: George Nathan Pushee b: CIR 1805 in Antigonish, Antigonish, NS  
Mother: Catherine Chisholm b: 5 MAR 1799 in Salt Springs, Antigonish, NS 
 
Marriage 1 Elizabeth Eddie  
Children  

1. George DANIEL MacGregor Pushee b: 8 DEC 1873 in Nova Scotia  
2. Catherine Pushee b: 1875 in Nova Scotia  
3. Frederick W. "Fred" Pushee  
4. John G. Pushee  
5. Mary I. "Minnie" Pushee  
6. James William Pushee 

 
Marriage 2 Margaret Brown b: 19 JAN 1857 in Lochaber, Antigonish, NS  

 Married: 1881 

Children  

1. Elizabeth E. Pushie b: 20 AUG 1883 in Nova Scotia  
2. William HAMILTON Pushie b: 15 SEP 1883 in Nova Scotia  
3. ELDORA May Pushie b: AUG 1886 in Nova Scotia  
4. George HOWARD Pushie b: MAR 1889 in Nova Scotia  
5. Dorothy Pushie b: 15 AUG 1892 

  ID: I26033  
  Name: George DANIEL MacGregor Pushee  
  Title: Sr.  
  Sex: M  
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  Occupation: New England Telephone  
  Birth: 8 DEC 1873 in Nova Scotia  
  Death: 28 APR 1937  
  Note: Birth also reported as 1872.  
 
Father: GEORGE Nathan Pushee b: 1834/5 in Nova Scotia  
Mother: Elizabeth Eddie 
 
Marriage 1 Margaret Jennie Nichols b: in Antigonish, Antigonish, NS (of)  
Children  

1. William Pushee b: 5 AUG 1900 in Beverly, Essex, MA (of)  
2. Grace Pushee b: 15 NOV 1902  
3. Viola Pushee b: 22 MAR 1904  
4. George Daniel MacGregor Pushee b: 6 NOV 1910 in Lowell, Middlesex, MA  
5. Frances Pushee b: 7 MAR 1911  
6. Howard Pushee b: 1917 

  ID: I25958  
  Name: George Daniel MacGregor Pushee  
  Title: Jr.  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: 6 NOV 1910 in Lowell, Middlesex, MA  
  Death: 13 AUG 1975 
 
Father: George DANIEL MacGregor Pushee b: 8 DEC 1873 in Nova Scotia  
Mother: Margaret Jennie Nichols b: in Antigonish, Antigonish, NS (of) 
 
Marriage 1 Spouse Unknown  

 Married: 28 MAR 1931 
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                              George DM Pushee III          Louise Ann Pushee (Randall) Deceased

William Randall Pushee           Cynthia AC Brunelle    Margaret Louise Matthews



George DM Pushee III        Christie            Kelsie                George DM Pushee IV
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