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Greetings, Worthy Fratres. 
 

Respectfully, I herewith beseech your kindness in permitting 
me to humbly submit this Research Paper, entitled Aetatum Ordo, as 
my free and willful contribution to the Pearl of the Orient College. 
 

This endeavor, primarily intended to retrace the historical and 
sequential development of modern day Rosicrucianism, had 
materialized into a diminutive catalog of some of the most leading self-
professed Rosicrucian groups in our era, similar to the well-known list 
made in 1997 by the certain Frater Melchior, to whom some of the 
sources used for this Paper were due. This Paper, however, was 
exhausted with extra and painstaking efforts to thoroughly and 
meticulously verify all facts to ensure correctness, though including 
only such information believed to be of relevance to its primary 
purpose. 
 

Let the reader be guided, though, as well as the future 
generation of researchers and historians, that this list includes only the 
most reputable found on research. It is in no way complete nor claims 
to be rid of faults. Its accuracy and reliability are dependent on and 
limited to the source materials used. It would therefore be appreciated 
if the reader would inform the author of this Paper of any found error 
so that proper corrections may be appended to future editions, should 
there be need. 



 
 
 
 

Although it is not generally encouraged within our Society, for 
ethical reasons, to study into the history, nature, and philosophy of 
other Rosicrucian groups, other than of those our Society is currently in 
amity with, this Paper is purely a scholarly exercise that offers the 
reader an academic perspective, however general, of other points-of-
view appertaining to the common concept supposedly shared by all 
Rosicrucians of whatever affiliations. It is not meant as a deliberate 
exposition or comparison of disparities that could eventually cause 
discord among existing Rosicrucian groups. Also, it is not within the 
position of this Paper to dictate any conclusions for the reader, but 
rather to provide factual and unbiased information whereby he may 
have the aptitude to make conclusions on his own, thus providing him 
with a starting point in discovering whatever it is that led him here to 
read. 
 

Thank you, Worthy Fratres, for granting me your audience and 
for the opportunity to be of service to our beloved Society. 

 
 

 
 

Fra Giovanni A. Villegas, IV 
“Sapientia et Doctrina” 

 
 
 
 
Noted by: 
 
Chief Adept Right Worthy Fra Crispulo M. Fernandez, Jr., IX 
Secretary Right Worthy Fra Evaristo A. Leviste, IX 
Treasurer Worthy Fra Danilo C. Datu. Sr., VII 
Librarian Worthy Fra Pravin T. Sharma, IV 
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ÆTATVM ORDO 
Or, A Chronology of the 

Evolution & Development of Modern Ro∫icruciani∫m 
As Perpetuated by Various Orders 

 
By Fra Giovanni A. Villegas, IV 

 
 
 
 
 

he world is currently beset with countless eccentric groups 
claiming to be Rosicrucians. Almost all of them possess the 
inherent belief and zealous assertion that their groups alone are 

true to the claim while the rest are but pretentious or deluded frauds. It 
therefore becomes reasonable to ask: Who are the real and original 
Rosicrucians? The answer to that is obviously quite simple: No one. 
 
Historically, the original Rosicrucians never seemed to have existed to 
begin with. They were merely alluded as a supposed invisible society, 
called the “Fraternity of the Rosy Cross,” by a few anonymous 
publications in the early seventeenth century, namely the Fama 
Fraternitatis, the Confessio Fraternitatis, and the Chymical Wedding. 
No other record, not even the slightest trace, of the existence of such a 
fraternity had ever been credibly found. 
 
Yet, the mystery of the Rosy Cross ideals mentioned in those 
publications never went unnoticed. It captured the attention of many of 
the learned people of Europe who all wanted to join the said fraternity 
but never knew how. The publications never revealed actual members 
or contact instructions. Rather, they spoke of universal societal reform, 
of the study of nature and science, of healing the sick with nothing in 
return, and of esoteric secrets known only to the fraternity. During a 
period of intellectual dormancy, it was not surprising why 
Rosicrucianism, with its revolutionary ideals and promises of a better 
world and a better way of life, had grown from a mere urban myth into 
a movement that spearheaded the Age of Enlightenment. 
 

T 
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Men of prominence and intelligence tried to inculcate the general ideals 
of a Rosicrucian the way they perceived it was. Some have even 
fancied themselves as such regardless that they never formally or 
actually belonged to any so-called Rosy Cross fraternity. They then 
became successful in each of their individual crafts that they eventually 
embraced their newfound ideals. The spark of Rosicrucianism triggered 
and heralded a new era of science and discovery. It was due to this new 
and sudden success that actual groups bearing the Rosy Cross name 
were eventually formed. One was the Orden des Gold und Rosenkreuz1, 
formed either in 1747 or in 1757 by Freemason and alchemist, 
Hermann Fichtuld. (Note that there were mentions of an order, which 
had the same name, having existed as early as 1710 but had nothing to 
do with the one by Fichtuld.) Another was the Asiatic Brethren, a 
schismatic order founded in 1780 by then Gold und Rosenkreuz 
member, Hans Heinrich von Ecker und Eckhoffen. Since then, the 
multitude of other groups, each claiming to be of actual descent from 
the “original” Rosicrucians to authenticate themselves, have come and 
gone, sometimes allegedly reforming but only to disappear yet again. 
 
It sometimes makes us wonder whether any of those groups had had 
any actual lineage, as they claimed, to the first Rosicrucians, if they 
truly did exist. However unlikely, it is imperative to maintain an open 
mind and reconsider the lingering possibility that the original 
Rosicrucians might indeed have existed and managed to survive and 
remain invisible through the centuries, passing their knowledge and 
tradition to one or some of these subsequent groups. If so, which 
among these groups did they entrust their secrets to? Who really 
possessed the true and original Rosicrucian heritage and authority? 
 
The task and challenge of tracing the path of Rosicrucian transmission 
through the years; identifying the likely groups which could have 
inherited the original transmission; and separating facts from legends, 
is truly grueling (as I have here learned). Available source materials are 
both scarce and unreliable, making it more problematic. Sorting amidst 
the chaos of misinterpretations, deliberate suppressions, made-up 
histories, and confusing schisms, proved to be a messy endeavor. 
Therefore, in attempting to identify and enumerate these diverse 
Rosicrucian groups, and describing each of them as objectively possible 
in this Paper, it is hoped that some light or revelation would surface 
from the chaos. If not, and if what was earlier presumed was true after 
all, that the historical and original Rosicrucians never really existed, 
then at least this Paper could help rediscover which of these newer 
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groups closely resemble or embody the true and original Rosicrucian 
ideals, though not necessarily having any actual link. That, however, 
could never be accomplished without a sufficient enough knowledge on 
Rosicrucianism itself, its origins, its evolution, its guiding principles, 
and its belief systems. A more thorough research is again therefore 
required before embarking on such a task. 
 
Here now lies the conundrum. Almost every serious researcher, who 
has attempted to academically seek any detailed information about the 
true Rosicrucian teachings, has been futile in his search. The name 
“Rosicrucian” itself has suffered greatly from pretentious people who 
falsely claimed membership, and from obviously exaggerated and 
unreasonable statements such as the claim of having the ability to turn 
lead into real gold, and the possession of an elixir of life capable of 
avoiding death. Added to these claims of supernatural and mental 
powers are the works of poets and writers of romance who have also 
shed a halo of unreality about Rosicrucianism. Those other writers, on 
the other hand, who claimed to be authorities in the field of 
Rosicrucian studies, used aliases and pen names, thus making their 
work equally suspicious. In short, nowhere could reliable materials be 
obtained, save for a few mere speculations as to what those 
Rosicrucian teachings were all about. 
 
But many researchers, before surrendering to the futility of their quest, 
have opted for the next best thing, which was to investigate some of 
the many existing modern orders with the Rosy Cross and Rosicrucian 
names. In doing so, however, they have found themselves invited to 
join for a fee, realizing that all of these groups claim to be the only 
original order and assert that all the others are but meaningless 
imitations. 
 
This Paper resolves the issue and provides basic information about 
these many Rosicrucian groups, devoid of some of their unbelievable 
claims and invented stories about their origins, so that the reader may 
draw a clearer and more realistic picture based on facts, not legends. 
 
But before proceeding to read further, it is important to note that not 
all of the groups listed here actually claimed lineal descent. Others 
merely professed a spiritual affiliation with the original Rosicrucian 
ideals. Some of the groups may have been dissolved and some may 
have split into factions as a result of schisms. Nevertheless, they are 
still mentioned herein because of a perceived importance they might 
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have played in the growth and evolution of other Rosicrucian groups 
and of modern Rosicrucianism in general. 
 
We therefore begin our chronology during the time when the 
excitement caused by the Fama Fraternitatis had gradually ceased. 
Nothing was later said or written much about the Rosicrucians after 
that, until between the years 1756 and 1768, when a new degree of 
Freemasonry came into existence, called the Knights of the Rose Croix. 
 
 
The Rose Croix Degree of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 1765 
 
The Rose Croix degree was not exactly a society per se. It was actually 
just a single portion in a Chapter of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 
where it was conferred as the 18th degree to its candidates who then 
become known as Knights of the Rose Croix. It was a degree whose 
exact origin and date of formation had been difficult to pinpoint 
because it had slowly been changing over the last couple of hundred 
years, and into a form that might already be far different from its 
earlier ones. 
 
The earliest known Rose Croix degree ritual, dated 17652, was part of 
the Haut grades or advanced degrees of the then developing Ecossais or 
Scottish lodges in France in what was known as the French Rite. The 
ritual possibly originated with Jean-Baptiste Willermoz, who 
incidentally also founded other influential orders such as the Chevaliers 
de l’Aigle Noir et Rose-Croix3, which contained both alchemical and 
Rosicrucian aspects. 
 
The Rose Croix degree then became part of a collection in what was 
known as the Rite of Perfection or Rite of Heredom. These degrees 
were also notably similar to those of the Council of Emperors of the 
East and West. The Rose Croix degree was also first recorded in 
England in about 17704 as the final degree of the English Knights 
Templar encampment. 
 
When the Rite of Perfection was adopted into the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite (A&ASR) in 1800-18015 in the US (it wasn’t 
referred to as the A&ASR back then), so was the Rose Croix Degree. 
After 1845, when the A&ASR reached the shores of England to 
become the A&AR, the English Knights Templar encampments there 
agreed to discontinue working their Rose Croix degree as it was 
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gradually claimed by the A&ASR. Since then, the Rose Croix degree 
had taken its final place as the 18th degree, among the thirty three in 
the A&ASR, where it remained a focal degree of the Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry to this day. 
 
There somehow was an obvious connection between the Rose Croix 
degree of the A&ASR and Rosicrucianism, if not by lineage, at least by 
inspiration. But the idea that the first was derived from the latter had 
been a controversial subject even amongst A&ASR Freemasons 
themselves. There were as many evidences that supported the idea as 
there were that disproved it. At least we know that, even with its 
prestigious position as possibly being one of the earliest true 
manifestations of an actual Rosicrucian order, the A&ASR would not 
even boast such a claim. It therefore remains in the hands of 
researchers and historians to rediscover the origins of the A&ASR, 
whether it had any link whatsoever, directly or not, significantly or not, 
to Rosicrucianism. 
 
 
Royal Order of Scotland, 1767 
 
The Royal Order of Scotland was an honor society where membership 
was extended strictly by invitation only to Freemasons. Based on 
records, the order had existed very basically as early as 1741, with a 
further charter granted in 1750 to work its degree in The Hague, 
Netherlands. The holder of that warrant, William Mitchell, moved to 
Edinburgh, Scotland around 1752-1753, using the charter to establish a 
Provincial Grand Lodge. In 1767, this body became the Grand Lodge of 
the Royal Order of Scotland. 
 
This honor society was not exactly a Rosicrucian society per se, 
although one of the degrees it conferred was called Knight of the Rosy 
Cross, whose legend concerned the events following the Battle of 
Bannockburn in 1314, and apparently had very little to do with the 
Rose Croix degree of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, much less with 
Rosicrucianism. As far as research could verify, the most probable 
reason for the use of the “Rosy Cross” moniker might have something 
to do with its asserted intent to “mind the tree that bore the lovely 
Sharon rose” (Solomon 2:1). Also, the word “Rosicrucian Knight” was 
interestingly mentioned in its rituals of the Rosy Cross degree. 
Furthermore, the order seemed to share similar sacred words, phrases, 
and symbolisms with the Rose Croix degree of the Scottish Rite. 
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Society of the Rosa Croix, 1794-earlier 
 
The Society of the Rosa Croix was actually unknown and unverified 
but still deserved mention. It was discovered in one curious document 
found in the library of books and manuscripts owned by Frederick 
Hockley, a member of the SRIA. The document was a record of a 
certain Dr. Sigismund Bacstrom being initiated into the society by Le 
Comte de Ghazal at the Island of Mauritius, dated September 17946. 
 
The said document mentioned, albeit confusingly, to having existed 
since 1490 and to having separated from the Freemasons but later 
reunited under the denomination of Fratres Rosae Crucis or Brethren 
of the Rosy Cross. It also mentioned details of the obligation of the 
initiate, which had a suspiciously close semblance to that of the 
Freemasons. Additions to the obligation included initiating an 
apprentice before departing; communicating to members new and 
useful discoveries related to their work; not building churches, hospitals 
and other charitable buildings (this was found particularly perplexing); 
not giving salary to a priest that would make him “more proud and 
insolent than he already is”; challenging all unknown claimants to their 
fellowship by examining whether they could explain “the universal fire 
of nature, the universal dissolvent and its use, magnet for attracting, 
and magnifying under the form of a salt;” and never revealing “the 
fermented metallic medicine for transmutation.” 
 
Among other manuscripts in Hockley’s collection was something 
labeled “Diary of a Rosicrucian philosopher.” 
 
It was impossible to verify whether these documents were authentic or 
not. Individual pretenders and fraudulent associations had indeed 
proliferated during that time period. In fact, a quote in 1836 by 
Godfrey Higgins said that he “had joined neither the Templars nor the 
Rosicrucians,” implicating their existence since before that year. 
 
 
Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia (SRIA), 1867 
 
The Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia (Rosicrucian Society of England) 
or SRIA was an independent Christian society that began, according to 
some sources, as early as 18657. It was, however, officially founded in 
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June 1867 by Freemason Robert Wentworth Little in Aldermanbury, 
England, and consisted exclusively of Christian Freemasons from 
Lodges and Grand Lodges that were in amity with the United Grand 
Lodge of England (UGLE). Some of these early and founding members, 
including William James Hughan, were previously advanced in a 
similar, pre-existing order in Scotland where they were said to have 
been granted the warrant sometime between 1866 and 18678 to form 
the SRIA. 
 
According to some sources, the said order in Scotland, from where the 
SRIA supposedly got its warrant, gradually went dormant in the 
following years. It was also argued that the said order was entirely 
different from and had no relation to the similarly-named Societas 
Rosicruciana in Scotia (SRIS), which was allegedly a later creation. 
With this premise, the SRIA could claim to be the oldest existing Soc. 
Ros. body of Freemasons, and not the currently-known SRIS. 
 
The society was a purely academic and speculative order. Unlike the 
“first Rosicrucian fraternity,” it neither officially practiced Astrology, 
Theurgy, nor Alchemy, although some members were practicing such 
on their own and outside of the SRIA. 
 
Many well-known personalities of the nineteenth century held 
membership in the SRIA, including Arthur Edward Waite, Paschal 
Beverly Randolph, Theodor Reuss, Eliphas Levi, John Yarker, Edward 
George Bulwer-Lytton, William Wynn Westcott, Frederick Hockley, 
William Carpenter, and Kenneth Mackenzie. Some sources claimed that 
Mackenzie had contact with a certain Count Apponyi of Austria or 
Hungary, and had received a Rosicrucian lineage from the latter. 
 
Although its members had to be Freemasons, the SRIA was not 
Masonic. It operated outside of Freemasonry and was never part of the 
official Masonic structure. Long before it began working any rituals, 
the SRIA was meant merely as a study group for Freemasons who 
sought a venue for the collection and deposit of archeological and 
historical materials pertaining to Freemasonry and to secret societies in 
general. Their purpose was to inspire an appetite for obtaining 
historical truth in order to displace errors and misconceptions 
surrounding them. Such inspiration must have originated when Little 
had rescued some unknown rituals and manuscripts from the 
storerooms of Freemasons Hall and, with these as a basis, called 
together some of his most prominent English and Scottish Masonic 



 [ 8 ] 

friends. The Metropolitan College was eventually established in 1866 by 
these Freemasons who were all inclined to literary pursuit. 
 
The SRIA also conducted researches to bring back into attention some 
long forgotten works of scientists, philosophers, and other scholars. 
Through research, the society aimed to facilitate the study of “the 
hidden mysteries of Nature and Science” in an attempt to work out 
“the great problems of Life.” It also aimed to study the meaning and 
symbolism of Ancient art and literature, and the philosophies of 
Hermeticism and the Kabbalah as “inculcated by the original Fratres 
Rosae Crucis of Germany in 14509.” Although no provable link could 
be traced to that “first Rosicrucian fraternity,” the SRIA based its 
teachings on the earliest known publications connected to the said 
fraternity. 
 
 
Brotherhood of Eulis (BOE), 1874 
 
The Brotherhood of Eulis or BOE was believed to have been founded 
in 1874 by Paschal Beverly Randolph in Nashville, Tennessee, as a 
reformation of the Temple of the Rosie Cross, which Randolph 
allegedly founded in 1858 before it fell during the Civil War. Shortly 
thereafter, the brotherhood was, again allegedly, reestablished as The 
Triplicate Order Rosicruciae, Pythianae, and Eulis. Written accounts 
were rare concerning these allegations, save for those from Randolph 
himself, hence tainted with some self-serving motive. Nevertheless, it 
would still be noteworthy to mention them here. 
 
One of the earliest mention of BOE by Randolph was on his suspicious 
claim to had been its Supreme Hierarch in 1846, after which he became 
involved in seances, seership, magic mirrors, spiritualism, and drugs. He 
also became hooked on his so-called sex magic, which he later fancied 
to call “affectional alchemy.” In 1868, Randolph seemed to had been 
admitted to the SRIA. 
 
He began recruiting for a supposedly existing BOE as early as 1870, 
coinciding with the public debut of the Brotherhood of Luxor, whose 
teachings were incidentally derived from his own writings for the BOE. 
In 1873, he published his work, Eulis, wherein he mentioned in its 1874 
edition that he was the one who started and eventually dissolved the 
BOE. He then conveniently mentioned that he was planning on 
reestablishing it before he “passes from earth.” With such a calculated 
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move, Randolph seemed to have succeeded in actually setting up the 
brotherhood that year while, at the same time, bestowing upon it an 
apparently earlier date of founding. The following year, however, he 
committed suicide, and BOE was never heard of again. 
 
It remained a mystery as to whether BOE was even intended as a 
Rosicrucian order. Although, there were claims that Randolph had in 
fact established one in 1858 that was surely Rosicrucian in nature, 
called the Fraternitas Rosae Crucis (not to be confused with Reuben 
Swinburne Clymer’s FRC), but it still remained unconfirmed. It was 
more likely a reference to his Temple of the Rosie Cross. 
 
 
Societas Rosicruciana in Scotia (SRIS), ca. 1876 
 
The Societas Rosicruciana in Scotia (Rosicrucian Society of Scotland) 
or SRIS was another Soc. Ros. body of Freemasons similar in almost 
every way to the SRIA. But the history of the SRIS was a mystery 
even to its own members. It was intriguing to notice that, though 
historical lectures were entrusted to members, such lectures strangely 
omitted references to the specific origins of the SRIS. It was uncertain 
whether the missing documentation was deliberate or merely due to 
lack of substantial and factual information. 
 
Incidentally, during the course of research and investigation, it was 
startling to realize that almost nothing about the SRIS could be found, 
except for a few Internet forums debating on which Soc. Ros. body 
came first – the SRIA or the SRIS. Some articles claimed that it was 
the SRIS which gave warrant to the SRIA, while other articles claimed 
the other way around, that it was the SRIA which gave warrant to the 
SRIS. 
 
According to Albert Mackey10, the SRIS was founded at about the 
same time the SRIA was formed in 1867. However, the SRIA itself 
supposedly received its warrant from an organization that was 
mistakenly confused as the current SRIS, and existed in Scotland even 
earlier than 1867. In fact, records showed that, as early as 1857, a 
certain Walter Spencer had been initiated to the said elder Soc. Ros. 
body in Scotland. Documents in the archives of the SRIA itself even 
revealed that both Little and Hughan, founding members of the SRIA, 
were initiated in 1866 and 1867 by Anthony O’Neal Haye, Magus Max 
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of the elder Soc. Ros. body in Scotland, as attested by its Secretary 
H.H.M. Bairnfathur. 
 
The confusion was resolved by John Stirling, Secretary General of the 
SRIS, in a correspondence with a fellow researcher. He said that O’Neal 
Haye indeed initiated a few Freemasons from England into his society 
in Edinburgh in the early 1860’s. Before returning to England, these 
Freemasons secured a warrant from O’Neal Haye in order to set up the 
SRIA in England. At this point, around 1866-1867, the SRIS did not 
yet exist. Between 1873 and 1876, John Lawrie of the Metropolitan 
College in Edinburgh was granted a charter by the SRIA to separately 
form the current SRIS. It then later became unclear what had become 
of the elder Soc. Ros. body in Scotland, which was only later found to 
be a non-Masonic Rosicrucian Society of Scotland called the Edinburgh 
Grand Council of the Rosicrucians of Scotland. 
 
The SRIA and the SRIS eventually became the pivotal orders in the 
rise of the other modern Rosicrucian orders, whose founders, in one 
way or another, were either members or initiated by members of these 
two orders. Whenever a new Rosicrucian group would emerge, 
attempting to claim a pedigree or authenticity for itself as being of true 
Rosicrucian descent, it would focus on finding any link it or its 
members might have had to either the SRIA or the SRIS. Either that 
or it would create for itself a fancy history that no one could validate. 
For them, it would appear that the Soc. Ros. bodies, being the earliest, 
oldest, and longest existing Rosicrucian orders, were obviously the 
closest and most credible orders they could find to the “original 
Rosicrucians.” 
 
Today, the SRIS and the SRIA still exist and both currently enjoy 
warm fraternal relations and mutual recognition between its members. 
 
 
Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis (SRICF), 1880 
 
The Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis (Rosicrucian 
Society of the United States) or SRICF was another Soc. Ros. body of 
Freemasons formed in 1880. It was also similar in almost every way to 
the SRIA and the SRIS, including a complex history. 
 
There were rare accounts that claimed the society’s formation to have 
slowly begun as early as 1873, although the efforts to form a separate 
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body died out two years afterwards. Then in 1878, US Freemasons 
Charles Meyer, Daniel Sutter, and Charles Parker of Pennsylvania were 
initiated at SRIA’s Yorkshire College at Sheffield, England, and tried to 
secure a charter for the US. Receiving no reply from the SRIA, they 
instead turned to the SRIS which immediately granted them a charter 
in 1879. Local colleges then met in Philadelphia in April 188011 and 
formed an independent and autonomous High Council, then called the 
Societas Rosicrucianae Republicae Confoedera Americae or SRRCA. 
The society was officially recognized by the SRIA in June 1880 and 
was officially consecrated by three colleges chartered by the SRIS in 
September 1880. Its name was later changed to the Society of 
Rosicrucians in the USA before properly Latinized into Societas 
Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis or SRICF in 1934, as initially 
suggested by William Moseley Brown. Note that there was even a time 
when the society was referred to as MSRICF, with M signifying 
“Masonic.” 
 
Like all Soc. Ros. bodies of Freemasons, the SRICF was a research and 
academic entity involved in the same studies as those of the SRIA and 
the SRIS. It was never involved in the actual practice of Alchemy and 
Theurgy. It was, however, ritualistic and initiatory in conferring newly 
invited members. Membership was strictly by invitation only. 
 
Members of the SRICF were discouraged from joining or belonging to 
other Rosicrucian orders that were not Soc. Ros. bodies of Freemasons, 
not for reasons of secrecy or discrimination, but as a matter of ethics 
and respect to other Rosicrucian belief systems which might have 
conflicting philosphies. However, some sources said that there existed a 
group called the Invisible Temple No. 0, which consisted mostly of high 
grade Soc. Ros. Freemasons who held membership in other Rosicrucian 
or similar groups, most prominently in the Hermetic Order of the 
Golden Dawn. It was therefore easy to presume that Invisible Temple 
No. 0 existed to protect Soc. Ros. Freemasons from being expelled for 
belonging to the Golden Dawn or to other similar groups. 
 
The SRICF had been in amity with the SRIA and the SRIS, as well as 
with the SRIC (Canada). It had been involved in helping the cause of 
the Soc. Ros. by empowering High Councils in their own sovereignty 
around the world. Other Soc. Ros. High Councils included SRIL12 in 
Lusitania (Portugal), SRIG in Gallia (France), SRIR (Romania), 
SRIH13, etc. Note that since almost all of these Soc. Ros. bodies of 
Freemasons have identical nature, teachings, philosophies, structure, 
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hierarchy, and rituals, we will no longer separately discuss all of these 
bodies one by one (except for a few which may deserve mention) in 
this Paper. 
 
 
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, 1888 
 
The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, or simply Golden Dawn, was 
a Magic-oriented group established in 1888 by three Rosicrucian 
Freemasons of the SRIA14, namely Samuel Liddel MacGregor Mathers, 
William Robert Woodman, and William Wynn Westcott. The order was 
consequently patterned very closely after the SRIA, with the exception 
of the restriction on membership, thus allowing non-Christians, non-
Masons, and women to join. 
 
The Golden Dawn practiced Theurgy and spiritual development. It 
became well established in England, with memberships that included 
every class of the Victorian society. It later became remarkably 
successful that it attracted many prominent persons of its time such as 
Aleister Crowley, Arthur Edward Waite, William Butler Yeats, Bram 
Stoker, Dion Fortune, Paul Foster Case, William Alexander Ayton, 
Frederick Leigh Gardner, Francis Israel Regardie, Mina Bergson, 
August Strindberg, Rider Haggard, Allan Bennett, Florence Farr, and 
many more. It became so phenomenal and legendary that many books 
had been written about it. It had become the largest single influence on 
other esoteric orders and on modern occultism and Magic such as 
geomancy, Tarot divination, astral projection, and even spirit 
communication. Most of the modern ritual Magic materials which later 
flourished in bookstores were taken directly from the Golden Dawn as 
their common, singular source. 
 
The Golden Dawn did not survive as an order and was dissolved 
around 1903. However, several branches continued to operate as 
independent bodies after its dissolution. Among them were the 
Rosicrucian Order of the Alpha et Omega (AO) and the Rosae Rubeae 
et Aureae Crucis (RR+AC), once the name of the inner order of the 
Golden Dawn. Waite established the Fellowship of the Rosy Cross and 
the Ordo Sanctissimus Rosae et Aureae Crucis, which originally 
admitted women and non-Masons, but was later open only to 
Freemasons. Crowley founded his Argentinum Astrum (AA) which was 
inspired by the RR+AC. There were also some other groups working 
under similar names to the RR+AC, such as the AAORRAC. 
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L’Ordre Kabbalistique de la Rose Croix (OKRC), 1888 
 
L’Ordre Kabbalistique de la Rose Croix (Kabbalistic order of the Rose 
Cross) or OKRC was founded in Paris around 1888 by Marquis 
Stanislas De Guaita. Although there had been much speculation on the 
lineage of this order, its official accounts15 claimed that De Guaita 
received the transmission as early as 1884, when he allegedly went in 
some kind of contact with the Rose-Cross Order of Toulouse. He was 
said to have been charged in forming a new order, utilizing the 
“authentic Rose-Cross initiation” given to him. Since then, the OKRC 
had attracted some leading European occultists, such as Josephin 
Peladan, Paul Adam, Francois Jollivet-Castelot, August Reichel, Abbee 
Alta Melinge, Francois Barlet, Marc Haven (Emmanuel Lalande), 
Victor Blanchard, Lucien Chamuel, Paul Sedir (Yvon Le Loup), Pierre 
Augustin Chaboseau, and Spencer Lewis. 
 
Following De Guaita as Grand Master were two separate lines of 
succession, which was due to a schism that allegedly resulted from a 
controversy regarding Masonic requisition. The two lineages seemed to 
have eventually reunited. 
 
The teachings of the OKRC consisted mainly of Astrology, Alchemy, 
Theurgy, Numerology, and Tarot divination. It also participated in the 
FUDOSI (Federatio Universalis Dirigens Ordines Socitatesque 
Initiatonis), a union of supposedly authentic esoteric orders, and 
continued to independently operate even after the latter’s dissolution in 
1951. It was closely attached to the Gnostic Church and cooperated in 
some degree with the Order of the Rites of Memphis-Mizraim (OMM) 
and the Martinist Order of Paris.  
 
It was interesting to notice that Ralph Lewis, AMORC’s second 
Imperator, was also made a member of OKRC’s Supreme Council.  
 
 
L’Ordre de la Rose Croix Catholique, du Temple et du Graal (CRC), 1891 
 
The Order of the Temple and the Graal and of the Catholic Order of 
the Rose-Croix (L’Ordre de la Rose Croix Catholique, du Temple et du 
Graal) or CRC was founded in 1891 by Josephin Peladan after he left 
the OKRC for finding it too Buddhist and anti-Catholic. Peladan was 
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one of the co-founders of De Guaita’s OKRC but received a supposedly 
older lineage from the Rose-Cross Order of Toulouse. De Guaita and 
Peladan soon had differences and resulted in a schism. Some members 
joined Peladan’s new CRC, while most of the OKRC members stuck 
with the original order. 
 
The CRC was not only a place for esoteric training, but was also 
concerned with activities involving science, culture, music, drama and 
the arts. After Peladan founded his new order, he organized the 
“Salons des Rose-Croix” in Paris where he collaborated with famous 
musicians and artists of the time, such as Igor Fyodorovich Stravinsky 
and Claude Debussy. 
 
After Peladan’s death in 1916, both the OKRC and the CRC were 
fundamentally reorganized by some of their members, together with 
members of the other Rosicrucian groups. Such reorganization became 
the basis for the OARC and the ORA. 
 
 
Ordo Templi Orientis (OTO), ca. 1895 
 
The Ordo Templi Orientis or OTO was originally founded by Carl 
Kellner, Heinrich Klein, and Franz Hartmann around 1895. But it was 
in 1902, after Theodor Reuss became chief, when the order became 
active and popular worldwide. It was during this time when the order 
defined itself as Rosicrucian, although Rosicrucianism was not the 
dominating practice. The order also claimed to consist of other esoteric 
traditions, such as Templarism, Martinism, Scottish Rite, Illuminati, 
and the like. As its name suggested, the OTO claimed heir to the 
tradition of the Knights Templar. 
 
There were once members who referred to the OTO as “Antiquus 
Arcanus Ordo Rosae Rubeae Aureae Crucis,” and organized a separate 
body within the order called L’Ordre des Rose-Croix Esoteriques. This 
body was even listed in 1908 as a participant in an esoteric, spiritual, 
and allegedly Masonic convention. 
 
It was interesting to notice the OTO’s connection to the different so-
called Rosicrucian groups during this time. Arnold Krumm-Heller’s 
FRA operated as an OTO branch. Harvey Spencer Lewis, founder of 
AMORC, was also admitted into the OTO by Reuss himself. 
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When Aleister Crowley became head of the OTO in 1924, the 
Rosicrucian aspect of the order was neglected. So when he attempted 
to form an alliance with Lewis against their mutual enemy, Reuben 
Swinburne Clymer of FRC, Lewis disregarded Crowley and the two 
became hostile with each other, to the point that Crowley even wanted 
to take over AMORC. 
 
The OTO had experienced countless schisms ever since. Many groups 
had since emerged, claiming to be representing the genuine lineage of 
the order. The most well-know of which was the Thelemic branch 
which had officially adopted the OTO name. There were more spawn 
groups who wanted to have legal rights to the OTO name, for it 
represented one of the most reputable, as well as notorious, orders of 
today. The reason for both its fame and controversy was due mainly to 
Crowley, who had become the most famous and influential occultist of 
his time. 
 
 
Alchemical Rose-Croix Society, 1896 
 
The Alchemical Rose-Croix Society was difficult to trace from any 
legitimate source. Apparently, it was only mentioned by certain Alvin 
Sen Evanger and Frater Melchior Affectator (obviously pseudonyms) in 
a list of Rosicrucian groups posted in the Alchemy Website16. It was 
supposedly the new name of the old “Association Alchimique de 
France.” If this were true, then the association seemed to have been 
reorganized in 1896 by alchemist and writer, Count Francois Jollivet-
Castelot, together with Gerard and Philippe Encause, Marc Haven 
(Emmanuel Lalande), Francois Barlet, Paul Sedir (Yvon Le Loup), 
Jean Tabris, and Marquis Stanislas De Guaita. 
 
Jollivet-Castelot was associated with other Rosicrucian groups such as 
AMORC, Ordre Martinist, OKRC, OHMT, and OARC. Among his 
disciples was August Reichel, who was also the Grand Master of the 
Brotherhood of the Illumined Brethren of the Rose-Croix. 
 
Another disciple of Jollivet-Castelot was August Strindberg, the brain 
behind the association’s occult magazine, “L’Hyperchimie,” wherein his 
alchemical experiments and those of other “hyperchemists” appeared17. 
From 1904 to 1914, the magazine was published under the name 
“Nouveaux horizons de la Science et de la Pensee.” In 1920, it was 
eventually named “La Rose-Croix.” This periodical, which was the 
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Rosicrucian version of L`initiation, once announced the formation of 
the FUDOSI in 1934. Some of the alchemical work of the association 
had been continued in AMORC’s “Alchemy classes,” especially by 
Albert Richard Reidel and Orval Graves. 
 
The Association Alchimique de France was a section of the Faculté des 
Sciences Hermetiques. According to its official statutes, the main goal 
of the association was the “theoretical and experimental study of 
evolution and transmutation of bodies18.” A library and laboratory were 
funded for this goal, where members studied processes developed by 
earlier alchemists, and compared them to modern works. They were 
described by Carrington as “hysterical pseudo-philosophers19.” 
 
Sometime before the death of Jollivet-Castelot in 1939, Alchimique de 
France stopped its activities. In the course of research, it still could not 
be made certain when exactly, in the entire history of Alchimique de 
France, was it ever called the Alchemical Rose-Croix Society, or if the 
two were ever the same. 
 
 
Fraternitas Thesauri Lucis (FTL), 1898 
 
The Fraternitas Thesauri Lucis or FTL, according to some sources, was 
founded in 189820 by Papus (Gerard Encausse), Marc Haven 
(Emmanuel Lalande), and Paul Sedir (Yvon Le Loup) to replace the 
OKRC. Although the group had already manifested itself the year 
before, the initial effort was short-lived. 
 
The FTL, according to its founders, was pure and essentially Christian 
in initiating members21. But even during its time, it had already been 
surrounded by mystery. Past inquiries had revealed that the order was 
then headed by a certain M.C. who was a friend of OKRC head, 
Francois Barlet. The OKRC, as also revealed, had a branch in Bordeaux 
(possibly connected to or the same as the CRC) which could have been 
founded by Sedir himself. 
 
 
Societas Rosicruciana in Germania, 1902 
 
The Societas Rosicruciana in Germania was another Soc. Ros. body of 
Freemasons formed in 1902 when Freemason and Golden Dawn co-
founder, William Wynn Westcott, authorized his fellow Freemason and 
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OTO leader, Theodor Reuss, to form a High Council in Germany. Both 
Westcott and Reuss were members of the pioneering SRIA. But the 
newly formed Soc. Ros. body in Germania never had more than a few 
members, which eventually prompted the High Council in London to 
declare it terminated in 1907. 
 
 
Mysteria Mystica Aeterna, 1906 
 
Mysteria Mystica Aeterna was a lodge chartered in 1906 to Rudolf 
Steiner by Eastern Templars or, more likely, the Ordo Templi Orienti 
(OTO). It was a time before Aleister Crowley even joined and 
eventually took over the OTO. 
 
Steiner had his very own personal interpretation of Rosicrucianism that 
had mixed theosophical and New Age influences. It was the type of his 
own unique making and he was given authority by his perceived 
apostolic succession to incorporate these ideas into the lodge which, 
like many other Rosicrucian groups, claimed to be heir to the “original 
Rosicrucians.” 
 
 
Rosicrucian Fellowship (RF), ca. 1909 
 
The Rosicrucian Fellowship or RF, also known under the name 
International Association of Christian Mystics, was established between 
1908 and 1911 by Carl Louis von Grasshof, also known as Max Heindel. 
Its aim was supposedly the “heralding of the Aquarian Age” and 
“promulgating the true Philosophy of the Rosicrucians,” although it 
never claimed descent from the historical Rosicrucians. Rather, it used 
the term “Fellowship” to signify that the group was merely inspired by 
them. Heindel, however, maintained a story which allegedly took place 
on a mountain in Germany about a personal initiation by one whom he 
described as an “Elder Brother of the Rosicrucian Order.” He was said 
to have been sent to work with a knowledgeable teacher, believed by 
most to have been Rudolf Steiner, founder of the Anthroposophical 
Society. 
 
The RF was inspired by Steiner, of whom Heindel was a former pupil. 
It was also inspired and almost directly derived from Helena 
Blavatsky’s Theosophical Society, which had nothing to do with 
Rosicrucianism. The group taught neither Alchemy, Theurgy, 
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Gnosticism, Kabbalah, nor Hermeticism. It did teach some Astrology, 
though was not along Rosicrucian lines. The group possessed no 
significant archival documents from earlier Rosicrucian bodies which 
might have contained any esoteric teachings, secret alchemical 
instructions, or initiation rituals. 
 
The Theosophical philosophy22 of the RF claimed to present esoteric 
Christian mysteries or knowledge, to establish a meeting ground for art, 
religion, and science, and to supposedly prepare the individual through 
harmonious development of the mind and the heart for selfless 
service.23 The RF conducted spiritual healing services and offered 
correspondence courses in esoteric Christianity, philosophy, “spiritual 
Astrology”, and Bible interpretation. 
 
One curious aspect of the RF was its mission to “promulgate a 
scientific method of development suited particularly to the Western 
people, whereby the Soul body could be wrought so that mankind could 
hasten the Second Coming24.” By “Second Coming,” it could only be 
assumed it meant the coming of the true and original order of 
Rosicrucians. 
 
The RF was also a publisher of several books, mainly the works of 
Heindel such as the “The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception.” It also 
published the popular “Ephemeris,” the annual table of the position of 
the planets in the astrological signs, a necessary tool for constructing 
astrological charts. 
 
Currently, the RF’s headquarters25 is located on Mount Ecclesia in 
Oceanside, California. Its students are found throughout the world and 
organized in centers and study groups.26 It is organized, not in lodges, 
but in churches, making it seem like a religion than an order. It is 
interesting to note that it does not admit professional hypnotists, 
astrologers, and fortune-tellers. 
 
 
Societas Rosicruciana in America (SRIAm), 1912 
 
Societas Rosicruciana in America purposely used the SRIA acronym to 
identify itself, despite the knowledge that the Societas Rosicruciana in 
Anglia (SRIA), a much older order, had already been using it. So to 
avoid the confusion of mistaking one for the other, we shall be 
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referring to Societas Rosicruciana in America as SRIAm from this 
point forward. 
 
SRIAm was supposed to be a reformation of a previous Soc. Ros. body 
of Freemasons that was chartered in 1878 and was later called Societas 
Rosicruciana in the United States (SRIUS) in 1889. [Note that this 
narrative was perhaps referring to the legitimate Soc. Ros. body now 
known as the SRICF, but was indeed once known as the Society of 
Rosicrucians in the USA. Then again, it could be referring to a different 
SRIUS.] 
 
Sylvester Gould and George Winslow Plummer were initiates of the 
latter and it was their dream to transform it into a modern 
representation of “true Rosicrucianism.” Thus, they founded a new 
society in 190727 as a reformation of SRIUS. However, the death of 
Gould two years later seemed to have ceased the effort. Some of his 
followers, led by Plummer, attempted to continue the society and 
eventually restructured it as “open to all seekers.” Although the society 
was finally incorporated in 1912 under its supposed original name 
“Societas Rosicruciana in America (SRIAm),” its charter was revoked 
in 1916 for admitting women and non-Masons. 
 
SRIAm continued to exist, though, but stripped of all Masonic 
connections. Plummer, on the other hand, had many other connections 
to other modern Rosicrucian streams. For instance, he was made a high 
grade member in the OTO by Aleister Crowley who, in turn, received 
admission into Plummer’s order. Plummer was also connected to 
Arnold Krumm-Heller through whom he received admission into the 
FRA. These connections greatly influenced SRIAm into becoming the 
kind of Rosicrucuian group that taught members through courses what 
were inspired by mysticism, similar to those taught by AMORC and 
other modern groups. 
 
 
Order of the Temple of the Rosy Cross (OTRC), 1912 
 
The Order of the Temple of the Rosy Cross or OTRC was founded in 
1912 by Annie Besant, Marie Russak, and James Wedgwood, with 
members consisting mainly of leaders in Co-Masonry and in the 
Theosophical Society. They were involved in the study of 
transcendental ceremonial Magic, Kabbalah, Astrology, Freemasonry, 
Christian ceremonials, mystic traditions, and occult practices of the 
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West. They claimed to do these in order to supposedly “restore the 
missing mysteries of Europe with the decadence of Rome28” and to 
“prepare the arrival of the Master of the World29”. They also claimed to 
be representing Templarism as well as Rosicrucianism, which they 
regarded as related. Their teachings might be viewed as mere 
Theosophy that was presented through a Rosicrucian frame. 
 
Aside from behaving merely as a doctrinal order, the OTRC also 
engaged in several cultural activities. Although not very widespread, it 
still managed to put up a Norwegian branch in 1914. 
 
Due to some problems which originated in England during the First 
World War, the OTRC was rendered inactive around 1918. Besant 
returned to the Theosophical Society as its President; Wedgwood went 
to continue his work as bishop of the Liberal Catholic Church; and 
Russak entered AMORC and collaborated actively with its founder, 
Harvey Spencer Lewis, in the creation and elaboration of the AMORC 
rituals. 
 
When interest in Western spiritual orders was revived at the end of the 
twentieth century, members of the Theosophical Society started efforts 
to resurrect the OTRC. Work was even initiated in several countries to 
reestablish it under the new name, Mystical Order of the Temple of the 
Rosy Cross or MOTRC. The official creation was planned for the year 
2012 to commemorate 100 years since the founding of the original 
OTRC. 
 
 
Ancient Mystical Order Rosae Crucis (AMORC), 1915 
 
The Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis or AMORC was founded 
in 1915 in New York by Harvey Spencer Lewis as a non-profit 
corporation30. But it later became very profitable and popular due to its 
successful mail order membership scheme and aggressive advertisement 
and recruitment utilizing print media. It became such a worldwide 
phenomenon, in fact, that when people spoke about “the Rosicrucians,” 
they actually meant AMORC. The word “Rosicrucian,” at this point, 
became a household name as AMORC opened its membership to 
practically anyone, of whatever gender, race, or religion, who could 
afford to pay. 
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Lewis was undoubtedly connected with other previous Rosicrucian 
groups, although some of his claims, such as his alleged initiation in the 
Rose-Cross Order of Toulouse, were highly questionable. He also 
claimed that AMORC was the only authentic heir to the supposed 
Rosicrucian settlers of Pennsylvania in 1693, probably deriving such 
claim from a research by Masonic historian, Julius Friedrich Sachse, 
who incidentally was later made an honorary member of AMORC. 
Other claims, however, seemed plausible, such as his alleged authority 
from an English order, as well as his affiliations with those in 
continental Europe. But when his communication with his supposed 
European roots had ceased, Lewis then tried collecting the different 
small Rosicrucian bodies throughout Europe, under the AMORC 
heading, by sending them charters and funds, which greatly increased 
AMORC’s influence. He also cooperated with other similar groups such 
as Theodor Reuss’s OTO, Heinrich Traenker’s CP, and Emille 
Dantinne’s OARC. 
 
Succeeding Lewis was his son Ralph Maxwell Lewis, who was the one 
responsible for developing AMORC’s home sanctum initiations and 
mail order lessons. The initiation rituals were obviously Masonically 
inspired, while the mail order lessons, which removed traces of old 
occultism, were based instead on psychic consciousness, meditation, 
karma, telepathy, telekinesis, positive thinking, reincarnation, cosmic 
powers, and the like. Although AMORC strongly claimed to be the only 
authentic manifestation of the “original” Rosicrucians, its new mail 
order lessons revealed that it drew much of its teachings, not from the 
historic Rosicrucian traditions, but from the fad of the developing 
Indian-inspired New Age movement, centering more on mysticism and 
metaphysics. Careful scrutiny would also reveal that much of AMORC’s 
general teachings seemed to have been borrowed heavily from the 
works of an author known by the pen name Yogi Ramacharaka. The 
pen name actually belonged to Freemason William Walker Atkinson, 
who was also known under other pen names such as Magus Incognito. 
Atkinson was said to had become so offended at AMORC for broadly 
using his work without credit, that he quickly produced the highly-
acclaimed book, The Secret Doctrine of the Rosicrucians, wherein he 
reiterated some of his earlier works which AMORC used in its lessons, 
and adding a few comments implying that real Rosicrucians would 
never take money as an exchange for revealing Rosicrucian teachings. 
 
The group’s third Imperator, Gary Stewart, caused corruption scandals 
and massive schisms that created numerous AMORC offsprings. Its 
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official teachings had likewise been altered, obviously for purposes of 
distinction from its schismatic spawns. However, it should be noted 
that AMORC controlled other separate orders that were not the result 
of schism, such as the Traditional Martinist Order or TMO, whereby 
admission was possible only through AMORC. 
Today, many people who are involved in the study of mysticism and 
the occult, have been members of AMORC at one point in their lives. It 
cannot be denied that AMORC has and continues to have a significant 
influence on modern mystery traditions, more so especially on the 
evolution and mutation of modern Rosicrucianism. 
 
 
Holy Rosicrucian Church, 1915 
 
The Holy Rosicrucian Church was a small and short-lived group formed 
around 1915 by a certain Sergius Rosenkruz (obviously a pseudonym) 
in Los Angeles. It was known mainly through its booklet called 
Rosikrucianism. Its preparatory methods included “study, twice daily 
baths, practice of charitable works, avoidance of frivolous activities, 
and adoption of a variety of occult meditative techniques31.” 
 
 
Fellowship of the True Rosy Cross, 1915 
 
The Fellowship of the Rosy Cross was founded in 1915 by Freemason 
Arthur Edward Waite after he left the Independent and Rectified Rite 
of the Golden Dawn, which was then collapsing due to an internal feud. 
 
From the start, the new group had been molded according to Waite’s 
ideas. Its suitably-constructed rituals, which he himself endeavored to 
write, reflected his interest in the history of Rosicrucianism, 
Freemasonry, and Christian mystical teachings. It had a dramatic but 
devotionally religious form instead of the usual Magic-centered format 
that was inherent to the Golden Dawn. 
 
Membership in the group was drawn from the ranks of Freemasons 
and Theosophists. One of its most noted members was the novelist 
Charles Williams. The order ended in 1942 upon Waite’s death.  
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Fraternitas Rosae Crucis (FRC), 1920 
 
The Fraternitas Rosae Crucis or FRC seemed to have been actually 
formed around 1920 by Reuben Swinburne Clymer. However, the 
society claimed to being the oldest Rosicrucian order in the US32, and 
to having direct lineage from the “authentic Rosicrucian fraternity that 
was first instituted in Germany in 1614.” Its own accounts33 suggested 
that it established its first lodge in San Francisco in 1861, put up 
another in Boston in 1871, then settled in Philadelphia in 187534. Its 
headquarters eventually made its way to Beverly Hall in Quakertown, 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Clymer claimed that his FRC was first formed in 1858 by Paschal 
Beverly Randolph, a self-styled Rosicrucian, who allegedly gave him an 
affiliation as early as 1856. This claim had been widely rejected by 
scholars, especially since Randolph himself admitted in his own books 
that he personally had his Rosicrucian ideas from “visions and 
inspiration of the heart and mind,” and had no physical encounter with 
the “early brethren.” Although Randolph may had been a legit member 
of the SRIA, he was supposedly initiated in 1868, hence could not have 
transmitted anything to Clymer or to the FRC earlier than that. 
Whatever documents Clymer claimed to posses were those, according to 
some accounts, which he “bought35” from Randolph’s widow. This 
therefore weakened his claim to being the heir to Randolph’s lineage, 
including the claims of representing the first American Rosicrucians. 
Even if Randolph did in fact form a Rosicrucian society in 1858 under 
the name, Fraternitas Rosae Crucis, it most definitely had nothing to 
do with Clymer’s FRC. 
 
Regardless of Clymer’s claims, he did in fact made contact with some 
other self-styled Rosicrucians that time, such as Arnold Krumm-Heller 
of the FRA. Some of the FRA and FRC branches even united. The 
merged fraternities included the Rosicrucian Order, the Temple of the 
Rosy Cross, and the International Confederation of Initiates and the 
Church of Illumination, which was the “outer court” or gateway to the 
FRC. 
 
Clymer became notably famous for his quarrels and court battles with 
AMORC founder, Harvey Spencer Lewis, which he regarded as his 
mortal enemy. The Clymer-Lewis battles even involved other groups 
such as the RF. After Clymer’s death, his son took over as head of the 
FRC. 
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Regarding its teachings and practices, the FRC was never involved in 
Alchemy, Theurgy, Astrology, Gnosticism, or Hermeticism. It never 
possessed any significant archival documents whatsoever from 
historical Rosicrucian bodies which might have contained any esoteric 
teachings, secret alchemical instructions, or initiation rituals, with the 
noteworthy exception of the Randolph documents. 
 
 
Collegium Pansophicum (CP), 1921 
 
Collegium Pansophicum or CP was founded in 1921 as Pansophia 
Lodge Orient Berlin by Heinrich Traenker, also known as Master 
Recnartus. Traenker was head of the German branch of the OTO 
during the leadership of Theodor Reuss. He regarded himself, not 
Aleister Crowley, as the true successor of Reuss, although he 
(Traenker) was one of the very few who voted for Crowley’s leadership 
before he later regretted it. 
 
CP claimed to be the only order containing the true secrets of the old 
Rosicrucians. Despite such boast, however, they still cooperated with 
AMORC, at least until 1931 when the latter was invited to join the 
FUDOSI. Together with AMORC founder, Harvey Spencer Lewis, 
Traenker issued a so-called “Second Fama,” which announced the 
presence of the “real Rosicrucians.” 
 
The group managed to establish some branches in the US and published 
several Rosicrucian books. In Denmark, Ben Kadosch, who was already 
heading the Danish OTO, AMORC, and Co-Masonry, received a charter 
from Traenker. 
 
CP experienced a little schism when the Fraternitas Saturni or FS 
group was founded by displeased CP and OTO members, headed by 
Albin Grau and Eugen Grosche. Even though FS did not accept 
Crowley as the successor of Reuss, it still sympathized with OTO’s 
philosophy of Thelema. Both CP and FS still exist today, as well as 
other of their eccentric offsprings. 
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Builders of the Adytum (BOTA), 1922 
 
Builders of the Adytum or BOTA was founded in 192236 by a 
Freemason and Golden Dawn member, Paul Foster Case, after he was 
expelled from a surviving Golden Dawn spawn group, due to allegedly 
revealing sex Magic trade secrets to non-members. 
 
It was Case who first quoted the famous saying, “One becomes a 
Rosicrucian: One does not join the Rosicrucians,” stressing that his 
order, and all the other orders as well, were merely vehicles to 
becoming a Rosicrucian and were not prerequisites to becoming one 
nor automatically make one as such. Still, Case attempted to legitimize 
BOTA by claiming to be in touch with the “invisible Rosicrucian 
masters” or the secret chiefs from which all Rosicrucian groups had 
been claiming to derive their transmission. 
 
BOTA taught spiritual attunement through study, practice, and worship 
in the “tradition of the Western mysteries37,” i.e. Judaism and early 
Christianity. This it did through correspondence lessons which 
permitted their members to privately study in their spare time such 
subjects as esoteric psychology, occult Tarot, Hermeticism, Kabbalah, 
Astrology, and meditation techniques. 
 
The group held headquarters in Paris, California, New Zealand, and 
France. But like many other Rosicrucian groups, BOTA had gone 
through a number of schisms which resulted in new orders having been 
formed.  
 
 
Ordo Aureae and Rosae Crucis (OARC), 1923 
 
The Ordo Aureae and Rosae Crucis (Antique Arcanae Ordinis Rosae 
Rubeae et Aureae Crucis) or OARC was slowly formed sometime in 
192338 when Emile Dantinne (Sar Hieronymous), a successor of 
Josephin Peladan of CRC, headed a revival and reorganization of the 
CRC while still keeping its original traditions intact. Some of its 
prominent members included Francois Soetewey, OMM’s Jean 
Mallinger, Jules Rochat of Abbaye, and the alchemist Francois 
Jollivet-Castelot. Both Harvey and Ralph Lewis of AMORC also 
received initiation from Dantinne in Europe. 
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OARC had been unofficially connected with a few Martinist orders, 
Gnostic churches, and other groups, all headed by people from similar 
esoteric circles. The order had been a member of the FUDOSI and 
continued to operate even after the latter’s dissolution which was 
caused by personal disagreements between its secretary, Jean 
Mallinger, and AMORC’s Ralph Lewis. 
 
 
Rosicrucian Order Crotona Fellowship (ROCF), ca. 1924 
 
The Rosicrucian Order Crotona Fellowship or ROCF was founded by 
George Alexander Sullivan in about 1924. It may have existed under 
the name Order of Twelve from 1911 to 1914 and again from 1920. Its 
members studied esoteric subjects from lectures, plays, and 
correspondence materials39. 
 
In 1938, the ROCF built the Christchurch Garden Theatre, which called 
itself the First or the New Rosicrucian Theatre in England. The theatre 
was once headed by Mabel Besant Scott, daughter of OTRC’s Annie 
Besant. It was there where the order organized many events such as the 
presentation of mystically-themed plays written by Sullivan himself 
under the pen-name Alex Matthews. The attendees of such events were 
almost always in small numbers. 
 
The ROCF was best known for its association with Peter Caddy, one of 
the founders of the Findhorn Society, and with Gerald Gardner, 
founder of the modern witch movement called Wicca, and who was 
also a member of Co-Masonry. Both Caddy and Gardner had referred to 
the ROCF as the “New Forest Coven” group. 
 
Following the death of Sullivan in 1942, the group’s activities and 
membership diminished. It was never heard from again after the 
Second World War except in very few mentions that claimed they had 
moved their focus to Southampton40 in the early 1950’s. 
 
To clarify and to avoid confusion, it may be noteworthy to mention 
that there were some documented citations that identified the ROCF 
under the name, Corona Fellowship of Rosicrucians or CFR. According 
to such citations, the CFR was formed by former members of the 
OTRC about the same time when the latter closed down around 1918. 
One such member was said to be a certain Frater Aurelius or, more 
likely, Frater Aureolis, the pseudonym used by Sullivan. 
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Lectorium Rosicrucianum (LR), ca. 1924 
 
The International School of the Golden Rosy Cross, also known as the 
Lectorium Rosicrucianum or LR, was founded in Holland in 1924 by 
Jan Van Rijckenborgh (whose real name was Jan Leene and was also 
known as John Twine), a former student of RF’s Max Heindel. It 
actually started with “Het Rozekruisers Genootschap,” the Dutch 
subsidiary of the RF. It went independent in 1936, kept a low profile 
during the Second World War, and then was officially founded as the 
LR in 1945. Catharose De Petri succeeded Rijckenborg as Grandmaster 
after the death of the latter in 1968. But when De Petri also passed 
away, the LR no longer appointed any Grandmasters, but instead 
operated under the direction of the International Spiritual Directorate 
of 13. Currently, its headquarters41 is located in the Netherlands, and 
the group continues to grow to this day. 
 
The LR required total commitment from its members and forbade 
membership in other orders. One of its prominent members was Joost 
Ritman, founder and collector of the Bibliotheca Philosophica 
Hermetica of Amsterdam. It was also believed that members of the 
Dutch royal family were initiates of the LR. 
 
The group followed a Gnostic and Catharic tradition, and taught the 
idea of Transfigurism42 wherein one could only escape this plane of 
endless reincarnation by “giving up our lives to participate in God’s 
original order, exemplified in Christ’s resurrection.” It also distanced 
itself from occult practices by not having any rituals. It saw itself as an 
instrument for “the Great White Brotherhood.” 
 
Despite being one of the more recent neo-Rosicrucian groups, the LR 
claimed to be the only true Rosicrucian group, and the successor of the 
eighteenth century Orden des Gold und Rosenkreuz. This was highly 
suspect since the LR neither taught nor practiced Alchemy, Theurgy, 
Kabbalah, Hermeticism, and esoteric Christianity, as did the Gold und 
Rosenkreutz. Both orders had philosophies and beliefs that were 
diametrically opposed to each other. For instance, the LR viewed 
matter as inherently evil and shunned all forms of occultism, as 
opposed to the Orden des Gold und Rosenkreuz who were Hermetics 
and practicing alchemists. 
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Fraternitas Rosicruciana Antiqua (FRA), ca. 1927 
 
Fraternitas Rosicruciana Antiqua or FRA was originally established by 
German occultist Arnoldo Krumm-Heller around 1927 in South 
America, and operated in other Spanish-speaking countries. In Brazil, it 
was established in 1932, and had its headquarters in Rio De Janeiro 
since 1933. It was never established in other European countries 
(except in Spain, Germany, and Austria) because Krumm-Heller wanted 
it to be for Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking people only. 
 
Krumm-Heller had been in close contact with the FRC and other such 
orders as the OTO, OMM, AMORC, etc. He had received degrees from 
both Papus (Gerard Encausse) of FTL and Theodor Reuss of OTO. He 
had likewise participated in esoteric conventions arranged by the two. 
Krumm-Heller and Reuss had also worked together in publishing Der 
Rosenkreutzer in the early 1920’s, where they defined themselves to be 
“Rosicrucians.” 
 
After the death of Reuss, it was said that Krumm-Heller considered 
himself, not Aleister Crowley, to be the true successor of Reuss, even 
though Crowley seemed to have had a few influences on him (Krumm-
Heller). It was also said that AMORC’s Harvey Spencer Lewis had been 
chartered by Krumm-Heller but later revoked. There was also a short 
period of time when the FRC had joined forces with some FRA bodies 
in South America. 
 
During the War, Krumm-Heller was stranded in Germany and had little 
contact with the FRA. The different branches then developed 
separately under the leadership of each of their Grand Masters. 
Krumm-Heller never appointed any successor, hence, after his death, 
the FRA continued to operate under independent heads and branches. 
His son, Parsival Krumm-Heller attempted to unify the order but 
failed.  
 
Regarding its teachings, the FRA was reputed to practice Theurgy and 
used runes. Although members did practice Theurgy, it was unlikely 
that they studied, taught, or practiced Alchemy, Astrology, Gnosticism, 
Kabbalah, or Hermeticism. They were not known to had possess any 
significant archival documents that would connect them from the 
earlier Rosicrucians. 
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Today, its branches in Brazil43 and Argentina44 are some of the few 
known to still exist. 
 
 
Fraternidade Rosacruciana Sao Paulo, 1929 
 
The Fraternidade Rosacruciana Sao Paulo (The Saint Paul Rosicrucian 
Fellowship) was a Christian Rosicrucian esoteric school founded in 
1929 by Lourival Camargo Pereira in Sao Paulo, Brazil45. 
 
Very little of significant interest can be said of the school except that 
its teachings were based on those of Eliphas Levi and RF’s Max 
Heindel. It also claimed to be the oldest Brazilian Rosicrucian group, 
founded before the establishment of the Fraternidade Rosacruz46, the 
Brazilian spawn of the RF. 
 
Members called themselves “Filhos do Fogo” or Sons of Fire. They 
made assertions that they followed their own teachings as a “school” 
rather than as a “church.” 
 
 
Rosicrucian Anthroposophic League, 1932 
 
The Rosicrucian Anthroposophic League was formed in 1932 by 
Samuel Richard Parchment, an astrologer, occultist, and former RF 
member who trained with Max Heindel. It was the time when 
Parchment broke away from the RF after Heindel’s death, and formed 
the independent league out of the RF’s center in San Francisco. 
 
Parchment wrote and published several books and magazines that 
expounded his version of Rosicrucianism. His new league claimed to 
teach ancient religion, philosophy and Astrology in the light of modern 
needs. Like RF’s Heindel, Parchment had a prime interest in Astrology 
and even wrote “Astrology, Mundane and Spiritual,” a classic still kept 
in print by the American Federation of Astrologers47. 
 
Although league centers developed on both coasts of the US during 
Parchment’s lifetime, very little was heard of them after his death. In 
the 1970’s, the New York League became the independent Ausar Auset 
Society. 
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Rose-Croix de L’Orient (RCO), 1942 
 
Rose-Croix de L’Orient (Rose-Cross of the East) or RCO was another 
less-documented movement which only left brief references and traces 
throughout history. According to some speculations, it might had been 
identical to August Reichel’s Brotherhood of the Illumined Brethren of 
the Rose-Croix. 
 
According to Mike Restivo (Sar Ignatius) of the R+CMO, the RCO 
might had been in existence as early as 194248 under Edouard 
Bertholet, head of the Ordre Martinist and Synarchy or OM&S in 
Switzerland. The OM&S became dormant after Bertholet’s death. His 
son-in law, Peter Genillard did not want to continue the OM&S since he 
“wanted to work only in Rose-Croix,” not necessarily just AMORC (he 
was a Grand Officer in the Swiss AMORC) but also RCO. 
 
RCO had never been listed as part of the FUDOSI, but many of the 
occultists in FUDOSI might have known about them. It had been 
mentioned by Robert Ambelain in his Sacrementaire de la Rose-Croix, 
a collection of exorcisms and prayers. It had been according by some as 
the order from where Louis Claude De Saint-Martin received 
Rosicrucian initiation, and might have descended from the order of the 
Asiatic Brethren, as described favorably by Arthur Edward Waite in his 
book, The Brotherhood of the Rosy-Cross. 
 
The order was a kind of free or one-degree initiation and was purely 
centered on Theurgy. It flourished discreetly in places like Athens, 
Greece, where its published its rituals. Note, however, that there existed 
another Rosicrucian current, which had been frequently confused with 
the RCO, called the Freres d’Orient (Brethren of the Orient). It was led 
by Demetre Semelas, co-founder of the Order of the Lily and the Eagle, 
and was never connected to the RCO. Both the Freres and the Order of 
the Lily seemed to have disappeared. 
 
 
Antiquus Arcanus Ordo Rosae Rubeae et Aureae Crucis (AAORRAC), ca. 1954 
 
Antiquus Arcanus Ordo Rosae Rubeae et Aureae Crucis or AAORRAC 
was arguably a schism of AMORC. It claimed to have been once an 
independent order, citing that its title first appeared in 1921 (although 
the said title had once been adopted by AMORC and could hence have 
been a reference to it). 
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Eduard Munninger started to form AAORRAC in Austria after the 
Second World War, when he cooperated with Martin Erler in reviving 
Rosicrucianism in some German-speaking countries. According to some 
sources, when Erler resigned, allegedly as acting Grand Master of 
AMORC’s German jurisdiction in 1954, Munninger and his group also 
left AMORC and slowly founded the AAORRAC, whose name was 
suggested by Erler himself. The order, then, represented a pre-Stewart 
schism that was caused by Erler’s alleged resignation from AMORC. 
 
The authenticity49 Munninger gave to AAORRAC afterwards as being 
of prior origin and connected with some supposed experts on 
Rosicrucianism such as Franz Hartmann of OTO, Max Heindel of RF, 
Walter Heilman, Friedrich Lienhard, and Anna Sprengel was highly 
contestable. He even once told FRC’s Reuben Swinburne Clymer that 
he represented FRA’s Arnold Krumm-Heller in Austria50. But the only 
provable fact was that Munninger had only been a member of an 
AMORC jurisdiction under Erler. 
 
Like any other AMORC schismatic order, AAORRAC’s teachings were 
based on those of AMORC and had nothing to do with the historic 
Rosicrucian traditions of Alchemy, Theurgy, Astrology, Kabbalah, and 
Hermeticism. It possessed no significant documents that could prove 
lineage to any earlier Rosicrucian body, although it did apparently have 
significant contacts with the OTO, which explained for some slight 
Thelemic influences. When AAORRAC was led by former AMORC 
member, Karl Plank, he thoroughly altered the order and illegally 
taught materials from AMORC, OTO, and the like, without their 
consent and authority. 
 
During the course of research, a few annotations have been uncovered 
which claimed that it was AMORC that was established as the 
American branch of AAORRAC around 1912-1915, and not the other 
way around. This was a rather problematic conjecture to consider, as 
AAORRAC itself claimed its earliest mention to be around 1921-1922. 
Of course, this was unless such annotations were referring to a 
different AAORRAC, as there were other groups with similar names, 
derived from that of the Rosae Rubeae et Aureae Crucis (RR+AC). In 
fact, even AMORC was once designated with the same name, causing 
further confusion. 
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Ordo Rosae Aureae (ORA), 1956 
 
Ordo Rosae Aureae (Pythagorean Initiatic Order of the Golden Rose) 
or ORA was founded in 1956 in the South of Germany by AMORC’s 
Martin Erler. However, some evidences have suggested that the order 
might have had an earlier origin, linking to the original CRC of 
Josephin Peladan. 
 
Emille Dantinne (Sar Hieronymous), Peladan’s successor, reformed and 
divided the CRC into R+C Universitaire, R+C Universalis, and R+C 
Interioure. Dantinne resigned from office in 1952 and was eventually 
replaced by Erler. At first, Erler urged Dantinne to appoint a Belgian 
or a French successor instead because German Rosicrucians were 
generally distrusted after the War. Christian Anthonis (Sar 
Thalassaphilos) was then appointed upon Dantinne’s resignation and 
was generally recognized. But since Anthonis died within a year of 
taking office, Erler was forced to take over all responsibilities. Erler 
reorganized the order until it got the name Ordo Rosae Aureae (ORA) 
in 1956. According to some sources, Erler got the help of some 
members of Fraternitas Saturni (FS), an independent group formed by 
members of the CP and the OTO. 
 
“The Golden Rose” in ORA’s name could have come from the 1931 
book, The Secret of the Golden Flower, with commentaries by Carl 
Gustav Jung. It discussed Chinese Taoistic ways to develop an 
immortal body. Incidentally, Erler and Jung were both part of the 
Emmaus group which allegedly focused on the study of such mysteries. 
 
There were some, including possibly Erler himself, who claimed ORA’s 
history to date back to the eleventh centrury, and that it was a 
successor of the Rose-Croix de L’Orient through the Asiatic Brethren, 
with a line of succession from Gustav Meyrink, who was allegedly the 
last Grandmaster of the Asiatic Brethren of Prague. 
 
ORA’s rites seemed Egyptian in style but tended to lean towards Greek 
in the higher degrees. It also consisted of the Pythagorean Order and 
OHMT, although it was unclear whether it was worked in the original 
rituals and teachings of Dantinne and Jean Mallinger. The teaching 
materials were in monograph form similar to AMORC, but different in 
some aspects. For instance, the contents of the materials were based 
more on historical research rather than fantasies or myths. The 
meditative aspects were more inclined on purifying the senses rather 
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than on AMORC’s occult or psychic inclinations. ORA’s membership 
consisted of both men and women, although sexes were separated in 
the higher degrees.  
 
ORA had existed quietly until it decided to make itself known through 
the Internet51, where it claimed lodges in Germany and Belgium. In 
England, an active branch of the original order, called the Society of 
Free Initiates (SOFI) was led by Ronald Strong (Sar Elaa), who was an 
initiate of Dantinne. Both SOFI and ORA were rigorous in following 
the tradition passed on through Mallinger, Dantinne, and Erler. 
 
As a side note, it was interesting to discover that Erler had received 
some higher degrees of Egyptian Masonry, although he was once quoted 
saying that he had already distanced himself from his Masonic higher 
degrees. Erler was also once asked to preside as AMORC Imperator at 
the consecration of Christian Bernard in 1990, but turned the offer 
down. Rumor even circulated back then that AMORC had great 
interest in taking over ORA. 
 
 
Les Freres Aines de la Rose Croix (FARC), 1973 
 
Les Freres Aines de la Rose Croix or FARC, also known as the Elder 
Brothers of the Rose Croix or EBRC, was allegedly formed in 1317 
when surviving Templar Knights, who were seeking refuge in religious 
orders, were convinced by philosophers Guidon and Montanot to 
regroup under this new name. The myth went on to allege that they had 
to remain entirely secret because of their sensitive teachings on 
alchemical philosophy, which they vowed to perpetuate in secret52. 
 
In trying to trace a more believable date of founding, one must 
establish concrete evidence of their existence. One of their 
headquarters was found in Paris with allegedly only thirty three official 
members. Yet, there were others claiming lineages to the FARC groups 
connected to the Paris body. Philippe De Coster seemed to have started 
the Sovereign Order of FARC in Belgium in 1975, while Roger Caro 
was the head of the continental group. 
 
Caro apparently led a group that was renamed to Freres Aines de la 
Rose Croix in April 1973. The original group was called Temple 
Initiatique Alchimique d’Ajunta or Temple of Ajunta, which was 
founded in the 1960’s by Jean Deleuvre. As far as available research 
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materials could attest, this was the earliest that FARC could be 
empirically traced back to. Interestingly, however, Caro previously 
published a paper called “Legenda des Freres-Aines de la Rose Croix,” 
dated 1970. 
 
Sometime before Caro died in 1992, he stated that FARC would 
automatically be disbanded upon his death, and that no one could use 
the name again. If there are groups, therefore, claiming to be members 
of FARC today, they are either false or belong to a clandestine stream. 
 
 
Order of the Grail (OTG), 1985 
 
The Order of the Grail was once officially known as the Rosicrucian 
and Military Order of the Sacred Grail, though having very little to do 
with Rosicrucianism except for a few alchemical influences in its 
rituals. It was a fraternal order centered on chivalry and inspired by 
mysticism. It served, since 198553, as the fraternal body of the 
International College of Esoteric Studies or ICES whose curriculum 
formed the substance of OTG’s teachings which were both Christian 
and Kabalistic. Note that OTG and ICES were separate and 
independent organizations. 
 
According to OTG, it had been known in the past under different 
names. Before duly formed in 1985 and before its association with 
ICES, it claimed to have existed under the name “Les Chevaliers de la 
Rose et de La Croix” (Knights of the Rose and of the Cross). There 
were some notations saying that it was once named “The Martinist 
Knights of the Rose Cross.” The group said that the name of their order 
was changed to “the Rosicrucian and Military Order of the Sacred 
Grail” and its rituals were revised in 1985. In 1992, the name was again 
changed to “the Rosicrucian Order of the Grail,” dropping the word 
“military” because it had previously attracted “some undesirable militia 
types.” In 1999, the name was shortened to “Order of the Grail.” 
 
 
Orden Rosacruz (Rose Cross Order), 1988 
 
Orden Rosacruz or Rose Cross Order seemed to be yet another 
AMORC-inspired startup group which was probably formed in 1988 
and by Angel Martin Velayos. Like many other Rosicrucian groups 
which have attempted to claim antiquity, Orden Rosacruz had taken 
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great care not to publicly reveal anything concerning its actual history 
and date of founding, not even on its website54 which carefully dodged 
the topic off by discussing instead on traditional Rosicrucian legends. 
 
The group was legally recorded as a “non-profit Cultural fraternity,” 
with its administrative entity, called “the Sovereign Council of the Rose 
Cross Order,” located in Las Palmas in the Spanish Canary Islands. It 
also appeared to have spent and invested greatly in marketing itself 
over the Internet. 
 
Its members claimed to study and apply the “highest laws of nature” 
through lessons sent to them through mail. The group seemed to have 
no Rosicrucian linage or practices aside from the fact that the outline 
of its lessons, and the manner by which such were disseminated, 
resembled closely those of AMORC. 
 
 
Antiquus Ordo Rosicrucianis (AOR), 1989 
 
Antiquus Ordo Rosicrucianis (Ancient Order of the Rosicrucians) or 
AOR was founded in 198955 as a worldwide non-profit organization by 
Daniel Wagner, a former head of BOTA in Europe, along with other 
BOTA members that were displaced after a schism within the group. It 
was also known by its original German name, Alter Orden der 
Rosenkreuzer.  
 
The order was created as a Hermetic and Kabbalistic order with the 
intent of uniting the Spanish, German, French, and English 
Rosicrucians. It claimed to have an initiatory secret which stood for the 
“true” Rosicrucian tradition but was remodeled to fit the times. 
 
 
Ancient Rosae Crucis (ARC), ca. 1990 
 
The Ancient Rosae Crucis or ARC was a direct result of a schism 
within AMORC in 1990. Due to the so-called “Stewart affair,” which 
caused the departure of Gary Lee Stewart as Imperator of AMORC due 
to corruption scandals, a few of AMORC’s former members, led by 
Paul Walden and Ashley McFadden, founded ARC as a new group for 
Stewart to supposedly work through. However, due to leadership 
disagreements, Stewart soon left ARC to form his own group called the 



 [ 36 ] 

CR+C, leaving ARC under the leadership of its founders, Walden and 
McFadden. 
 
According to ARC, although it “announced the Aurora” in 1994, it was 
actually formed in 199056 to preserve the original teachings of Harvey 
and Ralph Lewis, AMORC’s first Imperators. Like the CR+C and 
Cenacle de la Rose+Croix, ARC’s teachings were based on those original 
monograph lessons in the 1950’s before they were later edited by 
AMORC itself. ARC could therefore claim to be teaching materials and 
practicing rituals that were older than those later adopted by AMORC, 
hence gaining for themselves the nickname “Lewis fundamentalists.” 
Needless to say, such materials had little to do with those of the 
historic Rosicrucians as traditionally known. 
 
 
Cenacle de la Rose+Croix, 1990 
 
SETI (Safeguarding of Traditional Teachings and Initiations) Cenacle 
de la Rose+Croix was another AMORC schismatic group that emerged 
in 199057. It was initiated by Jean-Pierre July upon his refusal to 
endorse the new directions AMORC was undertaking that caused mass 
resignations. The new group charged itself with the back-to-basics 
mission of preserving and disseminating all of the original works of 
AMORC’s founder, Harvey Spencer Lewis. 
 
Cenacle de la Rose+Croix claimed uniqueness for having “no members” 
since the group consisted of former members of AMORC who worked 
together as volunteers and in strict anonymity. They were rather called 
“accomplices” instead of members. The organization likewise claimed 
that they never accepted payments or gifts, and that the knowledge 
they purport to disseminate were done so freely to those who wanted 
it. 
 
 
Rose+Croix Martinist Order (R+CMO), 1991 
 
The Rose+Croix Martinist Order or R+CMO was formed in 199158 by 
initiates of Martinism who allegedly received their authority from a 
certain European Martinist Grandmaster from Amsterdam. Since then, 
it had become the largest Martinist organization in the US, supposedly 
with an unbroken Chaboseau line of filiation as it was first transmitted 
by Louis Claude De Saint-Martin himself. 
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The order had very little Rosicrucian aspects save for the belief that De 
Saint-Martin had been initiated by Rosicrucian adept, Martines De 
Pasqually, hence the connection. 
 
 
Societas Rosae Crucis, 1995 
 
Societas Rosae Crucis was formed by Russell Slay Hill (Gregory Tau) in 
199559 as a Hermetic research society whose principles were based on 
those of Rosicrucianism. It never claimed descent from any traditional 
Rosicrucian group, although it did claim to have adopted the spiritual 
principles of Rosicrucianism. The group practiced prayer, meditation, 
visualization techniques, and vegetarian diet. 
 
 
Confraternity of the Rose Cross (CR+C), 1996 
 
The ConFraternity of the Rose Cross or CR+C was another result of a 
schism within AMORC. It was founded in 199660 by AMORC’s former 
Imperator, Gary Lee Stewart, supposedly to perpetuate the original 
lineage of Imperators as passed to him by the original founders of 
AMORC. Stewart believed that AMORC had greatly deviated from the 
original Rosicrucian path and lineage, which prompted him to form 
another separate group that would preserve that original lineage, and 
would make its teachings available in their pure form as they were 
originally presented. In other words, CR+C worked the exact old rituals 
and lessons of AMORC before they were later edited by AMORC itself. 
Needless to say, such lessons had little to do with those of the historic 
Rosicrucians as traditionally known. 
 
Majority of the members of CR+C were those who left AMORC to 
follow Stewart. Eventually, however, admission seemed to have been 
through the Ordo Militia Crucifera Evangelica or OMCE, a Templar 
order that apparently controlled the CR+C in part and was likewise led 
by Stewart himself. 
 
Similar to ARC and Cenacle de la Rose+Croix, CR+C was a direct 
AMORC offspring, but with the benefit of having the lineage and 
succession of its Imperator. During its expansion worldwide, CR+C had 
kept a much lower profile compared to AMORC and its other 
offsprings.  
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Societas Rosicruciana in Canada (SRIC), 1997 
 
The Societas Rosicruciana in Canada or SRIC was another Soc. Ros. 
body of Freemasons similar to the SRIA, SRIS, and SRICF. It became, 
however, an independent body when its own Canadian High Council 
was formed in June 1997. 
 
In actuality, the first manifestation of the society was when it was 
constituted in 187661 under the name Societas Rosicruciana in 
Canadiensis, and formed its High Council a year later. However, the 
society ceased sometime after 1889. It was not until 1936 when an 
Ontario College was chartered in Canada by the SRICF. In 1997, the 
said College formed an independent High Council for the Societas 
Rosicruciana in Canada (SRIC). It did so, rather than procure a charter 
from SRIA or SRIS, to avoid possible jurisdictional issues. 
 
 
Order of the Hermetic Gold and Rose Cross (OHGRC), 2002 
 
Throughout the world in very small units, countless other groups were 
being formed, calling themselves Rosicrucians though never having any 
direct connection at all with any of the older and more established 
Rosicrucian orders, except perhaps mere past membership of their 
founders in such orders. A good example would be the Order of the 
Hermetic Gold and Rose Cross or OHGRC, which claimed to be able to 
teach such abilities as psychic healing, cosmic consciousness, attracting 
wealth, and “opening of the third eye.” These were taught through 
AMORC-style monograph lessons which members studied in the 
privacy of their homes. The group also conducted free public lectures 
and lodge convocations, often using Masonic buildings as venues to add 
mystique. Note that the OHGRC had no Masonic connection 
whatsoever and shared no commonality with the Freemasons, whether 
historical, traditional, or philosophical. 
 
OHGRC was first opened in 200262 and registered in the Philippines as 
a fraternal, spiritual, cultural, educational, philosophical, non-sectarian, 
and non-profit organization. It had established branches in other 
countries as well. The group shared common ties and members with the 
Vajrayana Order63 and the Knights of the Militia Crucifera Evangelica 
or KMCE64, interestingly sub-titled as the Alchemical Order dela Rose 
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Croix. The latter, to mention in passing, seemed spurious as it pegged 
its formation date, like many other orders that claimed antiquity, based 
on a version of history that was difficult to validate. It also claimed a 
fanciful and far-fetched roster of past members, and a confidence on 
the Charter of Larmenius which many scholars had already confirmed 
to be fraudulent. 
 
 
Sodalitas Rosae Crucis et Solis Alati, 2003 
 
The Sodalitas Rosae Crucis et Solis Alati was another startup group 
that was publicly opened in 200365, though it claimed to had already 
manifested itself the year before. Its name was an amalgamation of two 
orders: the first, Sodalitas Rosae Crucis or SRC, translated to “Secret 
Society of the Rosy Cross;” and the second, Sodalitas Solis Alati or 
SSA, translated to “Secret Society of the Winged Sun.” Membership 
into these two orders was separate though not necessarily disconnected 
from each other. 
 
This group required members to participate actively in meetings and in 
studies. It claimed to study a hybrid of mysticism, Hermeticism, Magic, 
Gnosticism, Martinism, Christian Theurgy, Golden Dawn, Egyptian 
Freemasonry, and Rosicrucianism. The group was obviously struggling 
to find its own identity. It was also a perfect example wherein 
Rosicrucianism was reduced merely to a single subject matter instead 
of being treated as a large and broad order in itself. 
 
 
Order of the Rose and Cross (ORC), 2007 
 
The Order of the Rose and Cross or ORC was the result of a schism 
within SRIA in 200766. It was founded as an independent group on the 
same year, admitting both men and women of any race, and without 
requiring any prior membership in any Masonic body as did the SRIA. 
It also claimed to be promoting traditional Rosicrucianism practices 
and Christian esotericism by means of study, debate, and meditation. 
 
 
American Rosicrucian Order (ARO), ca. 2009 
 
The American Rosicrucian Order or ARO seemed to be a contender to 
being the oldest living Rosicrucian society in America, if taken 
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seriously. It claimed to have established its Loge de Parfaits (Lodge of 
Perfection) in 1764 in the territory of Louisiana, after allegedly getting 
its European Patent and Charter. It also claimed to have America’s 
first and uniquely Masonic-Rosicrucian degrees and initiation. But these 
claims by ARO, if it indeed existed as an organization, were highly 
suspect since no record could be found anywhere else to support its 
claims and its existence. 
 
Several of its supposed official websites67 told of an elaborate history, 
complete with dates and names that were practically impossible to 
trace and confirm, hence possibly invented. It advertised itself as a 
society “older than the Illuminati and the Skull & Bones,” purposely 
drawing the attention of curious conspiracy theorists in order to recruit 
them. It also claimed Masonic connections although no records could 
verifiably link it to the Masonic fraternity or to anyone else, for that 
matter. It listed no names, no addresses, no photographs, and no 
contact information by which to establish communication with them. 
 
Its websites, however, did include a portion that lured and scammed 
unsuspecting inquirers to first buy a certain book from them before 
being admitted to join. The book, vaguely and haphazardly entitled 
“Rosicrucian Masonic Spirituality, Order of the Rosy Cross Temple and 
the Loge de Parfaits d’Ecosse 1764, America’s Secret Rose Croix Lodge 
and their Spiritual Metaphysic,” was supposedly written by ARO’s 
Supreme Magus Incognito (not to be confused with the real Magus 
Incognito, which was the pen name of William Walker Atkinson who 
wrote the book, Secret Doctrine of the Rosicrucians) but no actual 
name was written. The only thing concrete about ARO was the book’s 
publication date, which was December 12, 2009. 
 
 
Epilogue 
 
Rosicrucianism, like Freemasonry, had its roots lost in time, buried so 
deep that it had become almost mythical in its mystery. 
 
We know that its roots are down there somewhere, whether awaiting 
discovery or destined to be forgotten. But we have been so preoccupied 
with the search for the roots that we have almost totally neglected to 
see and appreciate its fruits, something as equally or perhaps even 
more important. Ideals such as freedom of thought, search for truth, 
improvement of society, study of science and nature – these previously 
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unheard of concepts, some even could be labeled heretical when heard 
back then – are now fundamental truths that were actually the fruits of 
the labors of Rosicrucians throughout history. Dare it be said that 
human progress, slumbered during the Dark Ages, owes its awakening 
and development to the ideals and philosophies of Rosicrucianism. 
 
But these ideals and philosophies had mutated, and even 
misinterpreted, as they were passed from mouth to ear over many 
years of necessary secrecy. Many have transmogrified into things 
considered today as fringe such as faith healing, fortune-telling, mind-
over-matter, magic crystals, etc. This is not to say, of course, that these 
matters had no legitimacy whatsoever, as these were even practiced, or 
to say more accurately, “experimented upon” by early Rosicrucians in 
keeping true to the Rosicrucian spirit of searching for truth. They 
practiced them, not necessarily because they believed in them, but 
because they were testing them to see if they were true. In fact, 
Rosicrucians, in their tireless experiments, have even “updated” some 
of the early concepts into the form they are now. For instance, 
Alchemy had turned into Chemistry; Astrology into Astronomy; Magic 
into Physics, Numerology into Mathematics, Divination into 
Forecasting, Sorcery into Technology, and Witchcraft into Medicine and 
Anatomy. (But this is another topic altogether and deserves a separate 
paper.) 
 
Today’s existing Rosicrucian orders may perhaps commonly agree as to 
what Rosicrucianism was, but differ greatly in the interpretation as to 
how Rosicrucians should be in the modern context. Traditionalists are 
still practicing Alchemy to this day and are still trying to turn lead into 
gold. Others, more mystically-inclined, have embraced other foreign and 
non-Rosicrucian concepts such as reincarnation, karma, spirit-questing, 
astral projections, and modern paganism/witchcraft, and have 
incorporated these into their standard practices (one reason why many 
have confused these to be of actual Rosicrucian nature). And then 
there are others who have adopted the more realistic approach by 
practicing the original and basic ideals of freedom of thought, search 
for truth, improvement of society, and study of science and nature, 
while accepting the results of their discoveries as newly-found truths 
and abandoning old practices already proven false. These are the ones 
who have conducted academic researches and investigative papers, as 
part of their Rosicrucian practice. 
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But whatever path these modern Rosicrucian orders have adopted for 
themselves, it cannot be denied that all of them are descendants of the 
same original idea. On one school of thought, Rosicrucianism was never 
meant to be just an order by which other orders need to claim direct 
descent from. It is an idea. And ideas could sprout other ideas without 
their consent. Such is what happened to Rosicrucianism. It was a single 
seed that grew and bore countless fruits that spawned their own new 
seeds that likewise grew and produced even more fruits. Sometimes, 
fruits mutate into other forms far different from or even opposed to 
that very first seed or idea. But their very existence is testimony itself 
that they were, all of them, descended from that same source. 
 
Thusly, if we regard Rosicrucianism as an idea, then it is suffice to say 
that all the modern Rosicrucian groups, provided they do teach some 
sort of philosophy from the original, whether partly or in whole, have a 
claim to legitimacy and should never quarrel amongst themselves as to 
who is real. However, if we regard Rosicrucianism as the exclusive 
practice and set of beliefs of an actual existing order from long ago, 
then the obvious lack of sufficient evidences renders any claim to be 
immaterial. 
 
The search still carries on to find the missing pieces of that which was 
lost, those uncontestable proofs of the existence of the Rosy Cross 
fraternity, their original teachings, and the ones who perpetuate them if 
they still exist. Until then, let the research that went into the making of 
this Paper be a starting point in that quest. Let us open our minds and 
free our thoughts of falsehoods as we search for the truth and learn 
from its virtues. Sapientia et Doctrina. 
 
 

FIN 
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