
INTRODUCTION TO ASTROLOGY

ZELATOR
FIRST GRADE OF THE FIRST ORDER 



WHAT IS ASTROLOGY?
• Astrology is the study of patterns and relationships — of planets in motion, 

our birth chart, synastry with others, the make-up of elements — and using 
that knowledge as a tool to find meaning.

• Is Astrology a Science?

• It falls more in the category of metaphysics, the study of that which is 
beyond the physical. It's similar to other fields that are founded on ancient 
theories of energy patterns, like feng shui, acupuncture, and yoga. Astrology 
at high levels is a mastery of its particular science and the intuitive arts. As 
the earliest known ordering of existence, long before recorded history, it's 
been called the "Mother of all Sciences.“

• According to Manly P. Hall, astrology is one of the ancient sciences. The 
other is Alchemy.

• “Millionaires don't use astrology, billionaires do,”   J. P.  Morgan



Astrology Basics –
Astrology is the observation of the interplay between the planets and our Earth. (Astrologers call the Sun and the Moon planets 
for the sake of convenience, although they are actually luminaries. 

As far back as ancient Babylon, astrologers divided the heavens into the 12 sections of different styles (or archetypes) that had 
been noted. Those are the 12 signs of the zodiac.

Basic astrology takes four things into account:

The planets (including the Sun and the Moon)
The zodiac signs which the planets are in
The Houses
Aspects

From our view on Earth, the planets, sun, and moon appear to orbit around us along an apparent path near the ecliptic. (A 
geocentric view is effective in astrology because we study the interaction between the rest of the universe and us here on 
Earth.) As they orbit, they travel through the 12 zodiac signs. Most of you know the sign in which the sun is at any given time –
Aries from the end of March through most of April, then Taurus, then Gemini, etc. The sun takes one month to travel through 
each sign, and circles the entire zodiac in one year. As a matter of fact, that is where our concept of "year" comes from. The 
moon travels the entire zodiac in one month. In fact, our word "month" comes from "moon." Our entire concept of time came 
about because of the solar and lunar cycles around the zodiac. 



The astrology chart is a map of the heavens for a specific moment in time. 

The astrology chart is called a horoscope. In ancient days, they were not customarily drawn 
up for people's birth times. They were cast for the time of certain events, such as wars, 
crownings, or festivals. Only pharaohs and kings would have one cast for their birth time. 
Nowadays anyone can get his or her birth chart drawn. A birth chart is interchangeably called 
a natal chart or horoscope. 

Your birth chart is your real horoscope, but we don't use that word much anymore because it 
has been devalued to mean "a false daily prediction based only on your sun-sign." Your natal 
chart can only be cast with an accurate birth date, birth time, and birthplace. We believe that 
your birth chart is the most valuable tool you can have in your possession.

For convenience, astrologers use glyphs (symbols) instead of words on charts. This makes it 
easier to see all of the information arranged on the chart. Please take time to learn the 
glyphs used in astrology



ASTROLOGY SYMBOLS AND ZODIAC



BIRTH CHART LAYOUT

The astrology birth chart wheel.

It begins with two circles, each divided into 12 slices. The first circle is the zodiac wheel. The 12 slices represent the 12
signs of the zodiac. The inner circle there represents the Earth. In your personal horoscope (your natal chart), that inner
circle represents the coordinates, or exact location, of your birth place. We know that, in actuality, the planets revolve
around the Sun, but astrology studies how the solar system interplays with us here on Earth. From our viewpoint on
Earth, the Sun appears to travel around the Earth, passing through each of the 12 zodiac signs. The Sun spends about one
month in each sign, as it travels towards the next sign. The zodiac wheel represents our view of the heavens sliced into 12
sections. Each section measures 30°, with the whole circle measuring 360°. The Moon and the rest of the planets also fit
into the zodiac wheel, at the point that corresponds to their astronomical position (which we find in an ephemeris).





APPROXIMATE DATES OF SUN ZODIAC SUN

• Aries: approximately March 20 – April 22

• Taurus: approximately April 21 – May 22

• Gemini: approximately May 21 – June 22

• Cancer: approximately June 21 – July 22

• Leo: approximately July 21 – August 22

• Virgo: approximately August 21 – September 22

• Libra: approximately September 21 – October 22

• Scorpio: approximately October 21 – November 22

• Sagittarius: approximately November 21 – December 22

• Capricorn: approximately December 21 – January 22

• Aquarius: approximately January 20 – February 19

• Pisces: approximately February 18 – March 21



The sun represents a person's 
basic identity and purpose. The 
moon represents how a person 
reacts and reflects on the events 
experienced in life.

Mercury is your ability to relate 
to and perceive individuals and 
objects. Venus illustrated what 
you're comfortable with and 
what you enjoy. Mars represents 
your will and your actions.



Jupiter represents the strength of
expansion, luck and authority,
optimism, philosophy, hope , belief,
faith

Saturn represents your personal
responsibilities as well as personal
rules you develop for yourself over
time.

Uranus represents your ability to
learn and grow. Neptune points to
your ideals and imagination.
Pluto represents your capacity for
change and inner growth, pointing
to very deep and personal types of
change.



PRAVS SHARMA BIRTH WHEEL CHART  USING TROPICAL OR  
WESTERN ASTROLOGY  BORN JAN 7, 1980, 11:50PM, MLA, 
PHIL



Name: PRAVS 
January 7 1980 
11:50 PM Time Zone is AWST 
manila, PHIL 

Rising Sign is in 14 Degrees Libra 
Very attractive and popular, your charm helps you to get your own way and prevents others from getting angry with you. 
"Peace and harmony at all costs" is your battle cry. You always try to ameliorate or to cosmetically hide any physical 
ugliness or any angry feelings between people. Flashy, but not gaudy, you prefer to dress elegantly. You generally have good 
taste in music, art and literature. Beware of the tendency to compromise yourself in your attempt to be agreeable at all 
times. A bit of a social butterfly, at times you can be vain and lazy. For the most part, however, you are gracious and 
affectionate, and your refined and aristocratic demeanor serves as a role model to others. 

Sun is in 16 Degrees Capricorn. 
Extremely serious and mature, you are capable of accepting responsibilities and do so willingly. Others expect you to be 
dutiful as a matter of course. You tend to get angry when people get rewards after not having worked anywhere near as 
hard as you. You are goal-oriented and an achiever by nature -- you're a hard worker and are justifiably proud of the 
tangible results of your efforts. You tend to have "tunnel-vision" -- this allows you to block out extraneous matters that 
might distract others and to concentrate totally on the matter at hand. As such, you are the ideal one to manage or 
administrate any ongoing project and to be practical and efficient at it. You are not a fast worker, but you are quite 
thorough. You are known for being totally persistent, tenacious and tireless in reaching your goals. and caring to those you 
love. 



Moon is in 15 Degrees Virgo. 
You tend to be serious-minded but cheerful for the most part. You need tasks that engage both your mind and your hands. A 
careful worker, you enjoy making things. You are neat and orderly, and are very concerned with good health habits. Fastidious
to the extreme, you cannot tolerate messes and will immediately clean them up. Reserved, shy, and very self-critical, you tend 
to be very hard on yourself. You usually will go out of your way to be helpful and useful to others. Practical, reliable, efficient 
and conservative, at times you are a bit of a prude. You are known to lead a simple, uncomplicated, frugal, methodical and 
unemotional lifestyle. You are devoted and caring to those you love. 

Mercury is in 08 Degrees Capricorn. 
You are a careful thinker, very cautious and conservative. You are quite skillful at organizing, directing and planning activities. 
Practical and useful things interest you -- you are not attracted to abstract thoughts or ideas. With your tendency to be highly
focused and very goal-oriented, you have a good head for business. But beware of a tendency to be narrow-minded and 
dogmatic. Your sense of humor tends toward being earthy and slapstick crude. 

Venus is in 19 Degrees Aquarius. 
You are a friendly and outgoing individual, but close relationships are difficult for you to maintain due to your fear that they will 
cause you to lose your freedom. You attract friends and associates who are exciting, different and sometimes a bit odd. You are 
popular with others and enjoy working within a group toward group goals. 

Mars is in 14 Degrees Virgo. 
Very careful and systematic, you pay great attention to details. You are always seeking perfection and sometimes get bogged 
down searching for the ultimate when adequacy would have been sufficient. You dislike abstractions, preferring whatever is 
practical, useful and demonstrable. You have a strong and enduring sense of personal responsibility, and you demand that 
others be as responsible and upright as you are. Very critical of yourself and others, sometimes you carry this too far and 
become overly intolerant of others and their right to choose their own lifestyles. 



Jupiter is in 10 Degrees Virgo. 
You feel most expansive and at ease with yourself when you are doing something that you consider to be practical or 
useful. You enjoy being dutiful and carrying out responsibilities. You gladly take on the little tasks that others seem to 
want to avoid. At times, you carry things to extremes and feel guilty anytime you do something that you consider to be 
self-indulgent. While it is appropriate for you to demand little for yourself in life, try to loosen up once in a while -- go 
out on a fling and enjoy yourself! 

Saturn is in 27 Degrees Virgo. 
Your life must be orderly and practical and full of known and familiar routines in order for you to feel comfortable with 
yourself. Be careful, however, not to let "order" become the be-all and end-all of your life, or you may become cold, 
crass and unfeeling. Doing useful, practical things boosts your self- esteem. Abstract concepts and reasoning seem 
frivolous and a waste of time to you. You are very critical of yourself (and others), indeed at times quite self-
deprecating. Try to relax a bit and allow yourself the freedom to fail once in a while. However, you probably won't fail 
very often because you are such a perfectionist. 

Uranus is in 24 Degrees Scorpio. 
You, and your peer group, demand to confront life at its deepest and most meaningful levels. Very compulsive and 
obsessive in your approach to everything, you will avoid anything that is casual or superficial, especially when it comes 
to relationships. You will seek out and explore new methods of healing as well as different ways to deal with deep-
seated emotional problems. 



Neptune is in 21 Degrees Sagittarius. 

You, and your entire generation, are heavily involved in investigating and idealizing foreign and exotic 
intellectual systems and religious philosophies. The most extreme ideals will be pursued with gusto. You 
will be at the forefront of humanitarian attempts to improve the lot of those who are in need of assistance. 
You will be comfortable with the concept of the "global village." 

Pluto is in21 Degrees Libra. 

For your entire generation, this is a time of radical changes in society's attitude toward marriage and 
interpersonal relationships. There is a general fear and awe at the power inherent in making emotional or 
contractual commitments -- they will not be entered into lightly. 

N. Node is in 00 Degrees Virgo. 

You're usually quite at ease in leaving leadership roles in the hands of others. You would rather tend to the 
thousand and one details that need to be accomplished to keep any group going. Although you're very 
fussy and high-minded when it comes to choosing your associates, once your loyalty is given you can be 
trusted with many of the practical aspects of any project that is being undertaken. Usually quite unselfish, 
you will toil long hours in the service of any worthy cause that demands your attention. But be careful that 
your perfectionist tendencies don't get in the way of making real progress. (In other words, don't waste 
your time dusting clean shelves!) 



SOUL PATH ASTROLOGY

NORTH NODE IN VIRGO  at 00 degree 00 minutes, is an anaretic degree between Virgo and Leo Cusp



North node in Virgo is that it gives the individual “fine aspirations.”  It is idealistic yet also concerned with the mundane.  Many people born with the north node in 
Virgo placement choose writing or poetry as a career.  Famous examples include Charles Dickens, Emily Dickinson, Michael Crichton, Anne Rice, Kurt Vonnegut, and 
Percy Shelley.  These nodes also make the native prone to platonic love affairs, and it does not favor marriage.  (Confirmed bachelors George Clooney and Hugh 
Grant share this north node in Virgo placement with you.)  Dragon’s Tail in Pisces means instability in affections and perhaps deceit in love.  It also indicates 
suffering.  This would have happened in a past life.

In past lives you had a tendency to escape, perhaps through drugs or alcohol, or maybe just by daydreaming.  You had little to go on except your instincts and may 
not have had any success at all in life.  You carry with you that feeling of inner confusion and a lack of confidence.    It is through work that you will build yourself 
again.

It is important for the north node in Virgo to develop goals and work towards them.  You will find a constant distraction in others’ sufferings.  In fact, you feel the 
pain of all those around you as a result of so much suffering yourself in a past life yourself.  Only when you begin to discriminate between those whom you can really 
help and who deserve your help and those who are beyond saving will you make any progress in your own life.  If you have let others drain you of your energy so 
that your own plans and schemes have suffered, this is your South Node dragging you down.  Begin to use your intellect to rule your emotions and you are on the 
path to happiness.

People will try to rely on you, for you still radiate a strong compassionate nature which draws others to you, especially the weak and hopeless.  Until you know 
yourself better, you may feel compelled to say “yes” to all of them.   When you being to say “no” you will lay the foundation for a stable life.  Your health will 
improve greatly.  Once you establish a routine, hold down a job, and start thinking clearly about life in a detached way, you will be able to help many, many people.  
But until then, stopping to feel others’ pain will only drag you down.

Because you are highly sensitive, you may carry a hurt inside for years, nursing your upset feelings. Stop it!  You will be given the chance to forgive those who have 
“wronged” you and doing so furthers your soul growth.   You may often be more disappointed than hurt by others since you have such high ideals and a desire for 
perfection.  As you learn to be okay with yourself, you will learn to be okay with others, too.  (Although do be wary of falling into the old habit of overlooking truly 
unacceptable behavior.)

It is important for the north node in Virgo to pay close attention to detail.  This will help you make good decisions and drain the swamp of your tumultuous 
emotions.  You are here to develop your mind and learn discrimination.  This requires you pay close attention to the world around you.  If you fail to focus, you will 
find yourself mixed up in a series of misunderstandings or even tragedies.  The universe will not support you in glossing over things or going with your gut feeling 
any longer.

Some recommended antidotes for those struggling to balance their Piscean and Virgo energy include word processing, gardening, studying history, writing, public 
speaking, and science.  Anyone with prominent Virgo energy would be a naturally gifted administrative assistant.  These are all great career paths for the north node 
in Virgo.

You are bound to be disillusioned at some point in your life.  Take this as a lesson.  You can make the world a better place, if not for everyone then at least for some. 
But this can only happen when you resist others’ attempt to manipulate your good nature.  Act on clear thinking rather than feeling and instinct, and realize that not 
all suffering is unavoidable.   Above all avoid the temptation to retreat into your dream world.  The north node in Virgo carrier is here to learn to serve others, but 
first you must clearly ascertain what they really need.   This requires a strong mind to go with your loving heart.



North node in leo is the ability to realize one’s desires.  It also connotes good taste and a liking for the finer things in life.  The Dragon’s Tail in Aquarius indicates someone who is easily lied to 
and has trouble discriminating.  It may foretell infidelity on the part of the individual or his/her partner.

As the north node in leo, you incarnated in this lifetime to learn the value of creating a life for yourself.  Once you set sail for a certain course, little can stop you.  You are determined and are 
capable of great fortitude.  Begin your journey and others may follow you, for you have strong leadership ability.  It is not uncommon for someone with this nodal position to live a rags to 
riches story, such as those in the novels of Horatio Alger who shares this nodal placement.  Lee Iacocca, Arthur Ashe, Ingrid Betancourt, and M.C. Hammer are all real life examples of natives 
with north node in leo who embody this energy.

Deep down inside you need to see life moving along a certain path with an intended destination.  When others don’t fall into lockstep with your march, you find them difficult to tolerate.  You 
will no doubt spend much time alone.   You may even be a hermit at one or more points in your life.

In the past, you had many friends, but friendship will only weaken you in this lifetime.  When you need them most, none will be found, for you are here to learn to be an individual and 
independent.  Avoid any tendency to feel sorry for yourself when others “abandon” you.  Some famous people that share the north node in leo placement and found themselves abandoned or 
outcast by peers are Janis Joplin, Bobby Fischer, Malcolm X, and Lenny Bruce, all of whom went on to considerable accomplishment.  The path in the life of the north node in leo is to become 
goal-oriented, and the universe will support you in developing inner strength.

You will find happiness by dedicating yourself to higher principles.  The soul of the north node in leo craves dignity, which service to humanity can bring.  Once you put yourself to work helping 
the brotherhood of man, you will more easily resolve the familiar conflicts that made your early adulthood difficult.  While you spent too much time achieving things for others in the past, you 
are here to create for yourself in this lifetime, yet you must still serve the world in some way.

Confidence is another key concept for the carrier of the north node in leo placement.  In previous incarnations you dissipated your energies on social engagements and utopian causes; you 
should now dedicate yourself to using all your creative energy to achieving some great goal for the good of mankind.  This means living in a time continuum of past, present, future.  Resist the 
temptation to daydream of what could be.  Dare to be bold and individualistic today and you will surely win.  Shyness is not for you.

If you spend your time involved in other people’s messes, are egotistical or ruthless, spiteful of others; successes, or tend to shock people without real cause, you have yet to balance your 
energy.   While you are here to be an individual, you are not here to be a rebel or a dictator.  You will bring out the best in yourself by meditating on what your values are, then determining 
how best to channel your considerable talents towards furthering them.  Finally, you must achieve these within the context of society.  While you are an individual, you are not here to turn 
your back on others.  You may even believe strongly in equality and egalitarian principles in the abstract.  You will find as you age, however, that Orwell was right:  some are more equal than 
others.

Your birth right is to claim credit for your considerable achievements.  Be flamboyant in accomplishing tasks.  Cultivate your individual personality.  Others will notice your magnetic presence.   
Take leadership positions when they are offered to you.  This is vital for the north node in leo.  Do not be afraid to organize the world around you, for you are here to create a stable life yourself 
and others, and to be recognized for your efforts.



North Node in 11th House is a bevy of friends who help the native achieve his goals.  The node also portends success in social causes and associations.  It holds the promise of a great leader.  
There may be wealth through women in your life: usually mother or wife.

The Dragon’s Tail in the Fifth house is somewhat unhappy.  Hang-ups with gambling or other types of speculation are not unusual. Sadly, unhealthy children or other kinds of trouble with 
offspring are also common for the north node in 11th house carrier.

In the past, you were too attached. You retain the soul memory of great romances and have an unconscious tendency to be always searching for the next affair.  Writers with the north node 
in 11th house placement include Jane Austen, John Keats, Louisa May Alcott and D.H. Lawrence.  It also includes Boris Pasternak. All were romantics at heart who did not find such high 
drama in their own personal lives.

You incarnated this time to experience detached love.  You will find happiness in turning lovers into friends.  Avoid the temptation of following every romantic opportunity, for this will 
distract you from your true path of creating a life purpose.  You have a great need to be loved and seek to satiate that thirst with sex and romance.  The north node in 11th house placement 
means that love affairs only weaken you while friendships make you stronger.

It is important that you learn not to be willful.  Your ego will only get in the way of achieving happiness.  Meditate on dissolving it.  As a carrier of the north node in 11th house, it’s important 
to pay attention to your dreams, both sleeping and day dreams. They can bring you divine guidance and deeper self-understanding.

You have spent many lifetimes as a creator, enjoying all that you bring into existence.  However, such experiences will only leave you feeling empty in this incarnation.  Enjoy life as it happens 
to you — or actually through you — and resist the temptation to bring things about through your own energy.

While your lifetimes of giving love and your childlike naiveté mean you have a natural affinity and talent for dealing with children, you have come into this lifetime to experience something 
different than a particularly close relationship with your children.  You may find that they are unappreciative of your attention, sickly, or otherwise troublesome, or that you are unable to 
conceive your own children.

You probably have a vision of universal brotherhood or of the future to share.  Or maybe you have an insight about the connectivity of life based on scientific reasons.  Charles Darwin, Dag 
Hammarskjold, Stephen Jay Gould, and Buckminster Fuller, all with their North Nodes in 11th house, exemplify this type of energy.

Set your mind to work on becoming more scientific in your approach and placing the group’s needs ahead of your own.  You must be available to others but not emotionally involved with 
them.  See the people in your life not as minor actors in the drama of your story but as major figures in their own right.

The north node in 11th house means you will find true happiness by improving the lives of others.  You achieve this through friendships and associations, a clear life purpose, a strong sense 
of ethics, and a commitment to freedom and equality.



LIFE PATH NUMBER     1-7-1980 = 8 

• Life Path Number 8, tend to be a better judge of character and attract the right kind of people to work 
with you toward your vision. This makes you a natural executive and excellent in the business or 
political arena. You have a need for success, and a strong desire to be recognized for your 
achievements. 

• Life Path Number 8, a natural executive and excellent in the business or political arena. You have a need 
for success, and a strong desire to be recognized for your achievements. 

• People with the Life Path Number 8 are usually associated with being natural and prolific leaders. They 
have excellent management skills and are always up to achieving something great, especially when 
involved in financial or business matters. There is clarity in their understanding of the physical and the 
material world which makes them at the top of their game. They tend to know what may or may not 
work through their intuitions. They are here to serve a greater vision and a higher purpose to attain 
something which is enormous in its magnitude.



VENUS IN AQUARIUS IN 5TH HOUSE

Venus in Aquarius natives will adore flirting and playing, and will frequently have fun around and be social butterflies. Yet, when love 
hits them on their head like a hammer, they will jump in this whirlpool, trying to get the utmost of this experience. Naturally, diving 
too deep in such extremes may cause such feelings to burn out quickly, as boredom can follow and any promise of new thrills will
catch their attention and drive it towards another person. Curiously enough, social norms and what other people say or think about 
them will not stop an Aquarius Venus from behaving as he desires, which in turn makes them even more unpredictable. 
Unfortunately, this can make them major heart-breakers, yet on the other hand they have every rights to follow their urges – even if 
it means letting some people down.

Venus in Aquarius people will always prefer unconventional relationships, even totally non-defined ones. They will frequently operate 
a lot better when they do not feel restricted by stereotypes, and this is why they will not like those types of bonding that make a 
relationship official. Many times, even not talking with their significant other about the structure of their relationship and possible 
future outcomes, will make the bond more stable and lengthier. After all, they like it when things are spontaneous; this adds up to 
their libido and they can become inspired more easily when every single day defines the future of the next day. Planning in the long-
term will simply make them feel pressured – the best way is to let things evolve by themselves. Indeed, Venus in Aquarius will 
eventually find some radically pioneering ways to establish an affair. The more freedom it has to express itself, the easier it will 
discover some alternate pattern of establishing love.

When a native has his Venus in the 5th house, his character is playful, joyous and romantic. This placement gives popularity among 
friends and a strong love towards children. These people usually start their love life earlier than the average, and will feel strong loves 
even in their childhood and their teenage years. They always are in some kind of affair; Venus in the 5th house does not let someone 
without a crush or even a horde of fans. They have a magnetic power upon others, and people can easily and quickly become 
attracted to them.

The 5th house rules casual sex, and Venus will bring quite a lot of it. The native will simply love his sexual life, while their bed 
experiences have a theatrical and dramatic touch. These natives are pleasure seekers and will not get satisfied with vanilla situations. 
For them, passion and hedonism are necessary ingredients of their intimacy; sex is their favorite game and they can even have a 
childish approach towards it.



CHINESE ASTROLOGY



BAZI
Some talent just need to be dug out by force. Geng Chen is one of those pillar that do not 
seems to thrive under peaceful circumstances but shine when subjected to some pressure in 
life.

Geng is one of the tougher element that required some working before it become useful. It is 
associated with the ability to take action and its often aggression that make things move. They 
are often seen a brazen or unpolished until they has been polish and knock around by life itself 
before its true form surface.

Geng is sitting on Chen which bring the element of Wu (Indirect Resource), Yi (Direct Wealth) 
and Gui (Hurting Officer). They are intuitive learner and pickup skill rather quickly via the 
method of vocational training. They do and practice and skill will attach to them without much 
effort. They have good amount of intuition and they often follow their own feeling and instinct. 
This give them the impression that they are immortal and daring to almost try everything. They 
are practical in nature and are great at continuously trying until they succeed. However they 
do have this tendency to go rogue at times, wanting to change the rule around them. They are 
often vocal and strong about their will to success. They are also exceptionally well in forming 
connection with people. The appearance of DW qualified them as a good husband materiel 
while HO make them a handful to handle as a Wife.

Chen combine with You which attract a single Xin (Rob Wealth). To the man, this spell a little 
trouble as he have this feeling that he deserve better and wants an upgrade on his partner. 
They may often verbally express their unhappiness but never get the guts to take any concrete 



VEDIC ASTROLOGY



DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WESTERN TROPICAL VS VEDIC SIDEREAL

• In terms of the mathematical calculations, both Western Tropical and Vedic Sidereal are accurate if the astrologer or 
computer program have applied the correct formulas each might need for whichever chart and whatever purpose is being 
considered.

• Vedic Astrology,or Jyotish, originated from The Vedas (Vedic Scriptures) dating back over 6,000 years. The world’s most 
ancient scriptures give evidence of a culture rich in the arts, philosophy, medicine, religion, and science. Jyotish was first 
mentioned in the Rig Veda, and references were also made in the classical Indian epics, the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, and 
the classic Bhagavad-Gita.

• For example, suppose, according to Western astrology, your Sun sign is in Capricorn. In the Vedic system, it could be in 
Sagittarius. Your rising sign and the other planets might also be in unfamiliar signs. However, this does not mean that Vedic
astrology is inaccurate. It simply calculates a horoscope differently. The interpretations are most often more precise than in 
Western astrology.

• The basic difference between the two systems is that the Vedic zodiac is Sidereal and the Western is Tropical. In Sidereal 
astrology, the zodiac is aligned with 27 constellations, or fixed star groups. Aries, the first sign of the zodiac, aligns with the 
first constellation, called Aswini. In the tropical zodiac, the point in space when the Sun crosses the earth’s equator is the 
beginning point of the zodiac, or Aries.

• The earth’s equator shifts backward through the signs of the zodiac at the rate of about 51″ of longitude per year. This is 
called “precession of the equinoxes.” Because of this phenomenon, the theoretical Aries of the western zodiac drifts further 
and further from the Aries used by Vedic astrologers — at the rate of about 1 degree every 72 years.

• The tropical (Western), and the Vedic Aries were on the same zodiacal plane around 285 AD. Because of the precession of the 
equinoxes, at present, there is approximately a 24 degree difference. Thus all of the planets in a Vedic horoscope, including
the rising sign, will be about 24 zodiacal degrees earlier than they would be in a Western chart.
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